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BEIRUT (R) — R e sistance fighters battled mili fiamm of tbc fanrii- 
backed Sooth Lebanon Anny (SLA) in a South Lebanese village Monday 
and killed or wounded several of them, an Islamic Resistance statement 
said. The group, comprising HjzboJiafa (Party of God) fighter, and other 
resistance groups, said the dash began when IS SLA men tried to 
infiltrate into the village of Kfar Roummanc on the edge of Israel’s 
self-declared “security zone.” It said guerrillas defending the village 
traded fire from heavy machine guns and rockct-propcDcd grenades with 
the attackers for 45 minutes. Several of SLA men were lultedor wounded, 
it said, but did not mention any guerrilla casualties. Security sources in the 
south said SLA gunners in nearby hills later bombarded Kiar Roummanc, 
Jaijouh, Arab SaQm and Habooush outside the “security zone.” 
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‘Israel Israeli soldiers claim another Palestinian life. in (laza 

using Settlers open fire on 
deadly Arab protesters; one 

killed, another injured 


Mubarak, Sheikh Jaber discuss 
Egypt-Kuwait defence cooperation 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — Egyp- Qatar, Bahrain and Oman. “Our enemies are trying to 

tian President Hosni Mubarak The si* states are grouped in defeat us and the war is stul going 
conferred Monday with the lead- the Gulf Cooperation Council on near us. Egypt has a big role to 
ership of Kuwait, the country (GCC). play under these circumstances,** 

closest to the Iran-haq war front. Diplomats said Mr. Mubarak Kuwait’s minister of state for 
as e pursued a Gulf tour de- discussed ways of meeting I ranian cabinet affairs, Rashid Abdul Aziz 
signed to bolster Arab defences threats to Kuwait withthe emir, AI Rashid, told reporters before 
against Iranian threats. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Mr- Mubarak’s arrival. 

Mr. Mubarak flew in from the Sabah. Mr. Mubarak is also seeking a 

United 1 Arab Emirates (UAE) Iran fired at least seven united Arab stand on the prop- 
where he voiced support for Arab Chinese-made Silkworm missiles osed Middle East peace confer- 
efiorts to initiate a dialogue with at Kuwait last year. The latest, in ence under United Nations au- 
* ran - December, hit a decoy barge near spices before a planned trip to 

“Any effort by an Arab state or Kuwait’s main Sea Isle oil export Washington later this month, 
other to mediate to end the terminal. “He wants to gp there and tell 

bloodshed in the Gulf is an act we Kuwait has put 11 of its tankers them “we Arabs think’ and not 
bless, he told a new conference ^er the U.S. flag to obtain just Egypt," said one source 
after talfa with UAE President v s navy protection on their accompanying the Egyptian 
Z ®yf d i bn £ wyages t^gh ^ Gulf . leader. 

Nanay an, a leading advocate of Egypt, for whom Mr. Mu bar- Mr. Mubarak told the news 

11161 11130 con ^ ronta " ak’s tour marks a return to the conference in the UAE: “We 
non with Iran. Arab fold after eight years of should sit and agree on a joint 

Mr. Mubarak began his Gulf isolation caused by its treaty with stand in the face of Israel in order 
-visit Saturday in Saudi Arabia. Israel, has pledged solidarity with to end the deadlock in the Palesti- 
From Kuwait, he is to proceed to the GCC against I ranian threats, nian problem.” 

Soviets ‘will 
support Iran 
arms ban 
if needed’ 

DUBAI ( AP) — A senior Soviet 
official Monday reiterated Mos- 
cow’s views that talk of an arms 
embargo against Iran for failing 
to head ceasefire calls is prema- 
ture. 

“I must make dear the U.N. 
secretary-general’s efforts (for 
peace) have not been ex- 
hausted," Karen B intents, an en- 
voy of Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, told a news conference. 

“They are now entering a new 
phase, new efforts.” 

Mr. Bru tents said he expected 
a surge of diplomatic attempts at 
the United Nations in the very 
near future to help Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
to end the seven-year-old war. 

“Progress can now come very 
quickly or it can take a little 
longer," said Mr. Brutents, 
adding “but I want to make it 
(Controlled on page 3) 


i aard of Jordanian industries. Hie ®£ G ?*DAI> (Agencies) — 

[ v-w Chamber of Industry delegation , alest ™® Organisa- 

N voiced appreciation for the (PLO) Chairman Yasser 

efforts being exerted by the gov- Ararat accused Israel Monday of 
epnent to boost and enhance us ^ n S potentially deadly U.S.- 
national industries. made tear-gas against Palesti- 

nians in the occupied West Rank 

Zimbabwean and Gaza Strip. 

, - . . . . Our people in the Palestinian 

^ m i n i s ter begins Visit camps found some uncxploded 
1 -n t . tear-gas bombs each weighing 15 

AMMAN (Petra) — The trans- kilogrammes, thrown by Israeli 
port minister of Zimbabwe ar- helicopters and causing suffbea- 
jv } rived here Monday leading an tion, marked ‘Made in USA- 
official delegation on an official 1988'," be told reporters at the 
visit to Jordan during which he Baghdad headquarters of the 
" will discuss cooperation in the FLO. 

^ field of transport between Jordan Mr. Arafat said Israeli hehcop- 

and Zimbabwe. The minis ter was ters dropped up to 300 of the 
received upon arrival by Trans- bombs on the Jabalya refugee 
port and Telecommunications camp in the Gaza Strip alone, 
fc Minister Khaled Al Haj Hassan. causing dozens of casualties. 

L In the Gaza Strip, relatives of a 

U.S. congressman 35-year-old woman said on Satnr- 

flrrivM m Iran ™ labour after a 

. %b . arrives m Iraq tear-gas bomb exploded and 

— joined on Tuesday by fellow ™^^ ee J tr ° op l?2f llsm y 
-- Democrat Robert Torricelli, a *“ W * Ucb 

U.S. embassy spokesman said. . 

. The two members of the House of these shells did not 

of Representatives Foreign explode when it was fired on 
Affairs Committee will also visit ^nnctaym Gaza and it wgs found 
..." Oman, Bahrain and Saudi gff * was ‘Mad e in USA’ with 
Arabia. ’ ‘ oaterotmainiiacturme msezibed 

bn It and it was made in 1988, 

• Israel extends visa meaning that it was newly dis- 

* « ,• . , i ^ patched to the Israelis," Mr. Ara- 

-• tor soviet delegation tat said in Baghdad Monday. 

~ tct _ , Mr. Arafat said about 67,000 

i (AP) — Israel Israeli troops had moved into the 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq before Iran retaliates with attacks 
shattered a fragile 10-day lull in of its own... then we are back to 
the Gulf shipping war as its jets square one," said one salvage 
mounted new raids on Ir anian oil operator, 
tankers, dampening hopes of Optimism had been mounting 
efforts to defuse tension in the that a peace shuttle between 
region. Tehran and Gulf states by high- 

Gulf-based shipping sources ranking Syrian officials was on 
said an Iraqi jet fired an Exocet the verge of a breakthrough, 
missile into the fuliy-ladeo The absence of Iraqi or Iranian 
280, 476-tonne supertanker Khark shipping raids in the first days of 
3 on Sunday night minutes after it 1988 was in marked contrast to 
had weighed anchor at Iran’s December which saw 25 con- 
Kharg Island oil terminal at the finned attacks and 22 merchant 
head of the waterway. seamen killed in the most violent 

Two hours earlier, another Ira- month on record since the tanker 
qi jet pumped a missile into what war flared in 1984. 
was thought to be an already One reliable shipping source 
damaged tanker now moored reported that Iraqi warplanes 
empty at Kharg Island as a decoy , Sunday attacked Abu Musa Is- 
the sources said. land, an Iranian Revolutionary 

Western diplomats said Iraq’s Guards base in the southern end 
resumption of attacks on Iran’s of the waterway that has been 
oil lifeline cast a pall over hopes used for many attacks on shipping 
that Arab states could succeed in recent months, 
where the United Nations has so The Iraqis have not reported 

far failed and negotiate an end to /r . .. , _ _ 

the seven-year-long Iran-Lraq (Continued on page 3) 
war. Ships take wartime steps in Guff, 

“It is only a matter of time page 2 


[wig visa exteu- occupied territories since anti- 
Soviet del egat es Israeli protests erupted there 
t Soviets wopld more than a month ago. 
to leave unless He said dozens of tanks and 
its doors to an armoured cars were patrolling the 

m, government town of Isawiya, near Jerusalem, 
□day. The tough on Monday and were firing at 
n apparent de- demonstrators. 
raeli-Soviet rela- Tanks were also used on Mon- 
1 scvered . * D day in the town of Beit-Al-Ma’a 
he months prior ncar Nablus where residents 
exican su mmit in chanted anti- Israeli slogans, he 
sakL 

Mr. Arafat disclosed that he 
had asked the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency to send 
food and other necessities to the 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza even if that required 
the diversion of goods allocated 
to Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon and elsewhere. 

Mr. Arafat said the PLO’s 
higher Military Council, compris- 
ing representatives of all Palesti- 
nian armed resistance move- 
ments, met in Baghdad on Mon- 
day to discuss “the great uprising ' 
of the Palestinian people.” 

“The meeting will discuss 
possible measures by the FLO af- 
ter Israel’s use of tanks and heli- 
copter gunships in an abortive 
attempt to break the uprising,” 
be said. 

Mr. Arafat dismissed a propos- 
al by Israeli Prime Minis ter Yit- 
zhak Shamir on Sunday to up- 
grade conditions in Palestinian 
refugee camps. 

“We tefl this butcher... that 
our people do not need his hous- 
ing schemes... they demand that 
he and his settlers leave our 
homeland,” he said. 

Bassam Abu Sherif, an Arafat 
spokesman, told reporters the 
Israeli military commander in the 
Gaza Strip had restricted the 
supply of drinking water in the 
area. “The war of thiist has be- 
gan,” he said. 

Shamir said in in interview on, 
French Television that he wanted 
to revamp the refugee camps, 


LONDON (R) — British Foreign Shamir says they would force 
Office Minister David Mellor cal- Israel to make “territorial concea- 
led on Monday for Israel to sions.” 

accept an international confer- 1 Both leaders reject any nego- 
ence on Middle East peace and tiations with the FLO. 
said the Palestine Liberation “Nothing in present rircumst- 
Oigaxdsation (PLO) should re- ances could make a greater con- 
no unce violence. tribution than unambiguous re- 

“The status quo is unsustain- nundation of violence by the 
able: New thinking is required,” PLO, in deed as well as in word, 
be wrote in the Daily Telegraph and acceptance by the PLO of 
newspaper. Security Council Resolutions 242 

Mr. Mellor returned last week and 338 as a basis for a confer- 
from a visit to Israel and the ence,” Mr. Mellor wrote, 
occupied Gaza Strip, where he Reporting to the ongoing 
angered the Israeli government Palestinian protests in the occu- 
by pubtidy berating an army col- pied territories, Mr. Mellor 
onel in a Palestinian refugee wrote: ‘To attribute these dis- 
camp and calling conditions there turbances to external agitation is 
inhumane. to evade the issue. They reflect a 

“The Israelis must accept that deep despair and patriotism 
an international conference offers among ordinary Palestinians 
the only way out of the cycle of which cannot be mamtainpid by 
violence, repression and moral inexperienced young soldiers ill- 
degradation,” Mr. Mellor wrote, equipped for their task,” 

“The Palestinians, too, must de- Mr. Mellor said he had heard 
monstrate their interest In of “beatings of the innocent, 
peace.” forced confessions, collective 

Israel’s coalition government is punishments and deportations.” 
split over the issue of - a confer- He said the 20-year occupation 
ence. Labour Foreign Minister of the West Bank and Gaza 
Shimon Peres supports U-N.- risked becoming “a bleeding 
sponsored talks but right-wing wound for Israel as' Afghanistan 
Likud Prime Minister Yitzhak is for the Russians.’* 

Fundamentalists urge 
Egypt to cut Israel ties 

CAIRO (AP) — Muslim fun- spoken fundamentalist preacher 


ARAB BANK LTD 

(Established in Jerusalem, 1930) 


Arab Bank is pleased to announce the 
opening of a new Branch at the Fifth 
Circle Region in Jabal Amman. 

It is equipped to Carry out all Banking 
Operations and it will receive Custom- 
ers as from Sunday 3.1.1988. 

This new branch has an extended office in Mecca 
Street and another one in Suwaifiyyah. 


cy JANA said. JANA said Col- 
onel Qadhafi immediately took 
Mr. Benjedid on a tour to his 
House, damaged during a U.S. air 
raid on Tripoli in April 1985. 

New Czech leader 
visits Moscow 

MOSCOW OR) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev met new 
Czechoslovak Communis t Party 
leader Milos Jakes Monday for 
talks on thefr countries’ domestic 
and foreign policies, TASS news 
agency said. TASS said the meet- 
ing, soon after Mr. Jakes arrived 
for his fixst visit to the Soviet 
Union since his surprise 
ment last month, 


ARAB BANK LTD 


in an 

atmosphere of “cordiality.” 


The Fifth Circle Branch: Tel. Nos, 
822901, 822902, 822903, Fax: No. 
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jttrffering from what he described 


as terrible conditions. 

He also said he was ready to 
talk about “autonomy” for the 
occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank, saying a fiv&year transi- 
tion period of “self-government” 
in the territories was the only 
solution offerring hope of peace. - 


years there would bea different 
efimate and a mutual trust, and 
that ffcfc would help negotiations 
on an acceptable solution for all,” 
Shamir said. 

Aba Qottm cals far probe into 
gas -bombs, page 3. 
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Libyan diplomat dies 
after Kampala blast 

JL infiltrate tVte 


KAMPALA (R) — A Libyan diplomat was fatally 
injured and five people including the French cultural 
attache were hurt when a grenade or small bomb 
exploded on Monday in the building housing their 
embassies, Ugandan police said. 


Libyan Administrative Attache 
Ayad Ahmed died on the way to 
hospital after the explosion se- 
vered his leg, police and col- 
leagues said. 

French Cultural Attache Jean- 
Daniel Neveu received hospital 
treatment for a shrapnel wound 
in the chest but he was not 
seriously hurt, embassy sources 
said. 

The other casualties were a 
Ugandan secretary at the Libyan 
embassy, a lift operator and two 
employees of an agricultural com- 
pany, police added. 

The lift operator left hospital 
after treatment for facial bruises 
but the condition of the others 
was not known, they said. 

The explosion took place at 8 
a.m. (0500 GMT) at embassy 
bouse, an office block bousing the 
French, Libyan, Sudanese and 
West German embassies to 
Uganda. 


Eyewitnesses said the victims 
were waiting to get into the lift 
when an unidentified man hurled 
the explosive device into the 
hallway. 

Police and army sealed off the 
building in the city centre and 
began a thorough search in the 
belief that the attacker was still 
on the premises, police sources 
said. 

They arrested one man who 
was talcin g photographs of the 
bloodspattered hallway and who 
said he was working for a news- 
paper, eyewitnesses said. 

No organisation immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack but several conservative 
rebel groups have repeatedly 
criticised the Ugandan govern- 
ment’s friendship with Tripoli. 

Kampala was hit by a series of 
grenade attacks last September 
which police sources attributed to 
attempts by rebel guerrillas to 


infiltrate the capital. 

President Yoweri Museveni, 
who is at presem in Cuba on a 
six-day' official visit, said .at the 
time the rebels were trying to 
disrupt a December meeting of 
heads of state. 

Cmdr. David Kaboyo, who 
heads the security team investi- 
gating the bombing, said the 
arrested man was a Ugandan who 
claimed to be a journalist work- 
ing for a private finn that planned 
soon to launch a new newspaper. 
Kaboyo would not further iden- 
tify him . 

“He was at the* scene by the 
tim e of the incident and he bad 
taken some snaps," said Cmdr. 
Kaboyo. “I wonder what he bad 
come to do at the place, unless he 
bad earlier been tipped off?" 

Cmdr. Kaboyo said the 
assailant was on the second floor 
of the nine-story building and 
tossed a grenade down the stair- 
well as the Libyan attache began 
to clim b the stairs. 

“The grenade fell in front of 
the Libyan diplomat," said Cmdr. 
Kaboyo. “The French diplomat, 
who was coming after him, was 
injured together with three Ugan- 
dans.” 


Israel detains 2 Arab 
journalists without trial 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli author- 
ities anested two Palestinian 
journalists in East Jerusalem on 
Monday and ordered them held 
without trial for six months, 
security sources and relatives 
said. 

They identified them as Saman 
Khoury, 39, a part-time corres- 
pondent in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank for the French news 
agency Agence France-Presse, 
and freelance Hani Issawi. 

Khoury ’s American wife told 
Reuters: “The police came to our 
house at about midnight, sear- 
ched the premises, refused to 


speak to our lawyer on the tele- 
phone and took Saman away." 

Palestinian sources said both 
men had been detained in the 
past in connection with disturb- 
ances. Issawi served a long prison 
sentence for resistance activities 
and Khoury was held for shon 
periods. 

On Sunday the death toll rose 
to 31 as protests against Israeli 
rule in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip went into a 
second month. The government 
sent more troops into the Gaza 
Strip as part of its “iron fist" 
policy to stamp out the protests. 


France ‘will not change 
stance’ on Iranian expulsions 


PARIS (AP) — Premier Jacques 
Chirac said Monday that France 
j would not reverse its positioo on 
/.-..foe .'expulsion of anti-Khomeini 
Ir anians despite a 35-day hunger 
strike by the Iranians, relatives 
and sympathisers in Paris, 
Washington, London and Libre- 
ville. 

Six men and three women, all 
relatives of the 14- Iranian dissi- 
dents expelled from France to 
Gabon on Dec. 8, were hospital- 


ised Sunday. They had been con- 
ducting their hunger strike in 
front of the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees’ office here. 
••• So faii 20 of the- 40- Paris 
strikers have been treated in the 
hospital, according to the Peo- 
ple’s Mujahedeen of Iran. 


The Giirac government says 
the 14 Iranians and three Turkish 
Kurds were expelled because they 
were a threat to public order. 


Raimond arrives in Ankara 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
French Foreign Minister Jean- 
Ben) and Raimond arrived Mon- 
day for a 24-hour official visit, the 
first trip by a French foreign 
minister here in 13 years. 

Mr. Raimond was welcomed at 
Esenboga Airport by his Turkish 
counterpart, Mesut Yilmaz. 

The two ministers will have 
discussions on bilateral issues in- 
cluding economic, cultural and 


political matters. Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Inal Batu 
announced. 

The talks will also focus on 
international matters such as de- 
velopments in nuclear disarma- 
ment, the Gulf war and Middle 
East problems, Mr. Batu added. 

Mr. Raimond will meet with 
Premier Turgut Ozal on Tuesday. 
President Kenan Evren will also 
receive him before his departure. 


Israeli held 
on suspicion 
of spying 
for Soviets 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
businessman with links to high- 
level politicians and army officials 
has been arrested on suspicion of 
spying for the Soviet Union, his 
lawyer and Israeli Television said 
Sunday. 


Staabtai Kalmanovich, 46, who 
immigrated from the Soviet Un- 
ion to Israel in 1971, was arrested 
by the Israeli secret service Dec. 
23. said his lawyer, Amnon 
Zichroni. 

Zlchroni said judicial officials 
barred him from releasing further 
details about the case. Israel 
Television said no formal charges 
have been filed. 

Israel Television described 
Kalmanovich as an international 
businessman wto “employs hun- 
dreds of ipcople 1 throughout -the 
world, among them former Israeli 
ministers .and reserve officers.” 


“Among his friends were mem- 
bers of the Knesset (the Israeli 
parliament), high-ranking politi- 
cians and senior army reserve 
officers," the report said. It did 
not provide names. 

After immigrating to Israel, 
Kalmanovich served in the army 
and briefly worked as an aide to 
Israeli legislator jjhmuel Flatto- 
S bar on, Zichroni said. 


The television report said that 
“since the first massive wave of 
immigration from the Soviet Un- 
ion, Israeli security services 
feared that the Soviets would 
plant agents who will ... serve in 
the army and supply the Soviet 
Union with information for many 
years to come." 


W. Berlin 
disco blast 
suspect 
arrested 


WEST BERLIN (AP) — Police 
have arrested a 27-year-old 
woman suspected in the April 
1986 attack on a West Berlin 
discotheque that led the United 
States to retaliate by bombing 
two Libyan cities, a state govern- 
ment official said Monday. 

Meanwhile, a West Berlin Jus- 
tice Department spokesman said 
that a convicted Arab gunman 
linked to the case had visited 
Libya. 

But Volker Kaehne declined to 
specify what role, if any, the 
North African nation led by COl. 
Muammar Qadhafi played in the 
La Belle Disco bombing. 

Radio Schleswig-Holstein said 
that Christina Gabriele Endrig- 
keit, who was born in West Ber- 
lin, was arrested early Monday 
along with an unidentified man in 
the northern port city of 
Luebeck. 

Monika Stenkat, spokeswoman 
for the Schleswig-Holstein State 
Interior Ministry, confirmed that 
Mrs. Endrigkeit had been 
arrested. 

“Yes, she was arrested during 
the night," Mrs. Stenkat told the 
Associated Press in a telephone 
interview. . 

A Luebeck police spokesman, 
who declined to give his name 
when contacted by telephone, 
told the AP all queries in the case 
should be directed to Justice De- 
partment spokesman Kaehne m 
West Berlin. 

Mr. Kaehne, ‘ asked to com- 
ment on the reported arrest, told 
the AP in a telephone interview: 
“Naturally, we know what is tak- 
ing place. But we ’ll need some 
time before we can comment." 

Mr. Kaehne had said Sunday 
that Mis. Endrigkeit was being 
“urgently sought" in the case. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Kaehne repe- 
ated allegations that Mrs. Endrig- 
keit was working with two con- 
victed Palestinians. 

“As noted from a previous 
trial, one of them, Ahmad Nawaf 
Hasi, was at times in Libya,” Mr. 
Kaehne said. He declined, de- 
spite repeated questions, to say if 
West Berlin officials bad deter- 
mined whether there was a direct 
Libyan connection to the La Bel- 
le bombing. 

Spokesman Robert Heath of 
the U.S. embassy in Bonn de- 
clined comment on whether new 
developments in the case had any 
effect on the U.S. insistence that 
Libya was behind the La Belle 
bombing. 

• “It’s all too new. We don’t 
have anything on that," Mr. 
Heath told the AP in a telephone 
interview. 

The April 5, 1986, blast at the 
crowded La Belle discotheque 
killed two U.S. soldiers and a 
Turkish woman and injured 229 
people. 

“On the basis of seized docu- 
ments and according to eyewit- 
ness accounts of her behaviour 
before the explosion, she is 
strongly suspected of bringing the 
explosives into the club and leav- 
ing the explosives there," Mr. 
Kadhne told reporters. 


Arab teen-agers rule streets in Gaza Strip towns 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 


KHAN YUNIS, Occupied Gaza 
Strip — Behind a roadblock of 
tree branches, boulders and rust- 
ing metal cans, teen-agers and a 
smattering of adults spent the day 
tending the burning tires and 
keeping traffic off the street. 

“We want to kick the army off 
our land," said Alaa, a 1 0-year- 
old boy who was thrast forward 
by older youths to talk with a 
reporter. 

“We will be victorious. We are 
ready to die to see the army get 
out of here,” said Nidal, 13, 
wearing blue jeans and a gray 
sweater. His classmate, Abdul' 
Aziz, stood by his side, clutching 
a stone in bis left hand. 

The bravado was a product of 
the success the teen-agers have 
had in closing shops and keeping 
the adults from their jobs in 
Israel, where about 50,000 
Gazans work. 

Israel sent armoured vehicles 
and extra troops into* the Gaza 
Strip and imposed curfews on 
three nearby refugee camps. 

But it was the Palestinian teen- 
agers who ruled the streets in 
Khan Yunis, ' Gaza City and 
Rafah on the Egyptian border. 


The teen-agers, who declined 
to give their full names for fear of 
arrest on riot-related charges, 
were agitated by an anny helicop- 
ter that circled overhead. 

“See, see, they are dropping 
tear gas bombs,” said Abul Aziz 
as a white streak of smoke cut 
across the blue sky. It appeared 
to be aimed at columns of black 
smoke several streets away. 

"Look at this," said the owner 
of a cigarette stand, pointing to 
broken glass on his store front. 
He claimed soldiers had vandal- 
ised his shop. He refused to give 
his name. 

“Jesh, jesh,” (Arabic for army) 
shouted some youths, warning 
colleagues that an army patrol 
was headed their way. The teen- 
agers rushed off to man the barri- 
cade. 

Khan Yunis has been a focus of 
violence since authorities 
announced their intention to de- 
port Hassan Abu Sbakra, a 37- 
year-old prayer leader at the 
main mosque Israel claims is link- 
ed to Jihad Islami (Islamic holy 
war), the organisation behind the 
weekend strike that halted all 
traffic and business. 

A protest march was held last 
week, touching off violence in 
which one 25-year-old Palestinian 


was killed by army gunfire. 

A former policeman who iden- 
tified himself as Ahmad said 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin had “only in- 
flamed the situation" with tough 
statements and threats of force. 

The scene was much the same 
in Gaia Gty, where nearly every 
street had multiple barricades, 
some made of discarded stoves, 
old refrigerators and bumed-out 
skeletons of junked cars. 

A youth dashed from behind a 
barricade, a sweater wrapped 
across his face, concealing all but 
the eyes. He hurled a chuck of 
cement, which went pin-wheeling 
toward a windshield. It slammed, 
into the hood, tearing off a strip 
of chrome. 

Teen-agers constructed a huge 
bonfire on the main shopping 
thoroughfare of Omar A1 Mukhtar 
Street at nightfall Sunday. Cros- 
sing the barricade had to be 
negotiated with men in their early 
20s. 

They warned against taking 
any pictures, fearing photos 
would fall into the hands of police 
and be used to prosecute them. 

Told by the older youths that a 
journalist was in the area, the 
crowd of about 20 teen-agers 


burst into a chant: “In spirit, in 
blood, we sacrifice for you, .oh 
Palestine." 

On a nearby street an hour 
earlier, children aged 5 to 7 drag- 
ged a bunting heap of trash into the 
street. 


Not far away, Israeli soldiers 
with purple berets stood guard 
over other teen-agers who they 
had ordered to extinguish burn- 
ing tires and clear away debris. 

A leaflet in the form of the red. 
white, black and green Palesti- 
nian flag, signed “Nationalist 
Forces," was left on downtown 
street corners. It demanded 
Palestinian self-government and 
appealed for an end to deporta- 
tions and freedom for the 1,100 
Arabs held in Israeli jails as a 
result of the recent disturbances. 


At nightfall, soldiers fired 
warning shots, staccatto bursts 
from automatic rifles that re- 
verberated through the shuttered 
alleyways of Gaza City, a city of 
150.000 about 80 kilometres 
south of Tel Aviv. 

The only other sound was the 
sunset call to prayer, taken up by 
one mosque and then another 
until all the streets echoed with i 
the refrain: There is no God but *1 
one God... God is Great. 


Ships take wartime steps in Gulf to protect crew 


By Mariam AJ Khali fa 
Reuter 


DUBAI — Sailing in total si- 
lence, without navigation lights 
or radar? massive tankers sneak 
down the Gulf, crewmen 
crouched behind sandbags or 
Wacked-out portholes, in a dead- 
ly war of wits with marauding 
planes and guns hips. 

Amid the tension, tauter in 
some stretches of the 550-mile 
waterway than others, the sea- 
men know they can do little to 
blunt the impact of an Iraqi-fired 
Exocet missile or a determined 
Iranian gunboat assault. 

’There’s not much you can do 
to stop an Exocet coming in at 
900 mph (1400 kph)," one ship- 
ping source said. 

But they fry — especially those 
on Iran's oil export shuttle run 
plying what the men term “Ex- 
ocet alley" where they know 
ships are bit with unnerving fre- 


quency. 

“I haven't been od a convoy 
yet where one ship hasn't been 
hit." said one British officer who 
wanted to remain anonymous. 

“You jump around from ship 
to ship to ship — when one gets 
banged up you go on to the 
next.” 

Moving off at night in complete 
secrecy, the ships sail in convoys 
of five or six, without navigation 
lights or radar, crewmen are told 
only two hours before departure 
that they are sailing. 

Besides painting out portholes, 
building protective sandbag walls 
on deck, the crews drape anti- 
radar netting over accommoda- 
tion quarters to soften the sharp 
outlines sought by an Exocet’s 
radar homing mechanism. 

Engine rooms, the most 
vulnerable part of the ship’s ana- 
tomy, are unmanned and bunker- 
ing tanks each side are filled with 
water to reduce chances of fire. 


Saudi prince predicts end 
of Gulf war this year 


KUWAIT (R) — Saudi Arabia’s 
Crown Prince Abdullah said in an 
interview published on Monday 
that Iran was unable to invade 
Iraq’s Gulf Arab allies and he 
thought the Iran-Iraq war would 
end this year. . i . 

"Iran is not capable of invading 
any Gulf country ... and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states are able to defebd them- 
selves," Crown Prince Abdullah 
Ibn Abdul Aziz told the Kuwaiti 
daily AI Siyassah. 

The Saudi Prince, who is in 
Morocco on a private visit, was 
responding to a question from the 
daily on whether Iran is able 
militarily to invade Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emi- 


rates (UAE). 

Prince Abdullah said Iran was 
still refusing to accept a peaceful 
settlement of the seven-year-long 
Gulf war, and this had left it with 
no friends “as there are no 
friends for a state that refuses 
peace." 

And lack of friends meant Iran 
could not invade any of the GCC 
states, he added. 

Prince Abdullah said he be- 
lieved that the current year would 
.witness an end to the Iraq-Iran 
war and said: “I think the war has 
neared its end ... If it does not 
formally end in 1988, then it will 
end for all practical purposes. 

"All indications show the war 
is on its way to be frozen and 
extinguished." 


one veteran explained. 

The sailors huddle on the side 
of the ship furthest from where 
the Iraqi missiles are expected to 
hit, sitting starboard when going 
north and port heading south. 

Some chartered ships sport 
large booms with steel nets prot- 
ruding on each side in the hope 
that an Exocet — which explodes 
twice, on impact and shortly after 
— will not detonate inside the 
ship. 

“Each company has different 
ideas of how to protect their 
ships," a British crewman said. 

“But a lot depends on the skill 
of the master. Some take the 
supertankers so close to the Ira- 
nian coast it’s just not true — you 
have to use guile to get up there." 

He said ships owned by the 
National Iranian Tanker Com- 
pany (NTTC) normally get the 
safest spot in the middle of the 
convoys. 

Tugboats join inbound convoys 
at Ras Al Mutaf Island in the- 
central Gulf where tankers con- 
. gregate ahead of the prime 150- 
mile danger zone known as “Ex- 
ocet alley”# w . f , / » *■. » 

Iranian-piloted F-14 Tomcats 
are supposed to give airborne 
protection on the homestretch to 
the country's northern Gulf 
Kharg Island oil terminal but 
.there was little evidence of their 
effectiveness, an Indian officer 
said. 

Once at Kharg, trouble is far 
from over — the terminal is 
within easy reach of Iraqi planes 
and bears the scars of dozens of 
attacks. 

“All the automatic valves at 
Kharg are completely knackered. 
They've replaced the metal pipes 
with rubber hosing and the oil 
farm has to operate manually 
when ships take on fuel," the 
seaman said. 

Anti-aircraft guns just opposite 
Kharg fire at marauding Iraqi 
warplanes but often miss, with 


shells hitting the waiting ships, he 
commented. 

“The planes come in low, ab- 
out 200 feet up and drop bombs 
with parachutes to slow them 
down," he said. 

The effectiveness of Iraqi op- 
erations against the shuttle taking 
vital oil exports to safer waters in 
the southern Gulf -for customer 
collection, is evidenced in the 
figures. 

Shipping sources say Iraq hit 26 
out oi Iran's 39 strong shuttle 
fleet during 1987, with five or six 
total write-offs. Some vessels*' 
have been hit time and time ' 

again . 

The attacks take their human 
toll too. 

Strikes on both sides — on 
Iranian tankers and on ships serv- 
ing supporters of Iraq — killed at 
least 71 merchant sailors last 
year. 

Pay rates treble normal salaries 
are insufficient to keep some sea- 
men on the shuttle run. 

“You harden up pretty fast. 
But after about three months, 
( you can’t sleep," one seaman 
• said. i n • . ■ * • -•>.•- 

Risks are not as High on the 
Arab side of the waterway but 
Iranian gunboats are a real 
enough threat. 

Two ships hit last December, 
the 85,129-tonne Singaporean ^ 
products carrier Norman Atlantic a? 1 
and the 102,089-tonne Greek 
tanker Ariadne, later sank. 

Shipping sources said the dam- 
age to those two vessels and 
another, the 232,164-tonne Cyp- 
riot supertanker Pivot, indicated 
Iran had begun using new in- 
cendiaiy weapons. 

There were no casualties in any 
of those attacks. 

Shipping sources say Iranian 
warships have now begun firing 
dozens of rounds of 23-mm bul- 
lets at vessels, leaving holes 
which are less conspicuous but 
equally effective. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

Ufc38 Koran 

1&50 Programme review 

15-55 Children's programmes 

JfcSO World Saks Spirit Bay 

17:20 (n Search of the Past 

17:45 Local programme 

l&IS Basketball 

19:00 Message from Oman 

19:15 Local programme 

19- 45 Programme review and varieties 

20- 00 News in Arabic 

2fc30 Arabic Series 

21:30 Cultura I programme 

22.-00 Varieties programme 

2 3M News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Programme romd. 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Deux da conduite 

J9£0 News in French 

19:15 French varieties 

|9J0 News in Hebrew 

19945 Varieties 

2040 News in Arabic 

2fe30 Apartheid 

21:10 Executive Stress 

22-00 News in English 

7 7 - mi The Equalizer 

23:10 Three's Company 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz, AM A 99 MHz. FM 
<£ partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Tel: 774111-19 

07:00 Light Music 

07:30 Newsdcsk 

08:40 Morning Show 

10g0 News Summary 

10:10 Just a Minute 

11:00 Good Old Days 

12dW News Summary 

12dJ5 30-Minuie Theatre 

13:06 News Summary 

13:05 Pop Session Contd. 

14:00 News Bulletin 

14:15 Instrumentals 

14:30 15 Minute Theatre 

I&60 Concert Hour 

JOHN News Summary 

1&05 Instrumentals 

1&30 Old Favourites 

17:00 PopTflDc 

17-30 Pop Session 

18:00 NewsSummary 

18*5 Top Twenty 

1&30 Music 

1940 News Desk 

1936 Dale with a Star 

2fc08 EvcningShow 

2i;9Q NewsSummary 


21:65 Evening Show Contd. 

2&06 News Summary 

2*05 Evening Slow Continued 

23:00 NewsSunpary 

Z3tf5 Evening Show Continued 

24=00 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6.W. 720, 1323, KHz 

06:06 Newsdcsk 0&30 First Recordings 
of British Symphonies 66:45 Ref lec- 
tions 0fc56 Financial Ncws07M World 
News 07:69 24 Hours: News Summary 
07:36 Nature Notebook 07:45 Record- 
ing of the Week 88:60 Newsdcsk 08:30 
Rock Salad 09M World News 09:69 24 
Hours: News Summary 6930 Pressure 
Points 69:45 Network U.K. lOriW 
World News 1*09 Reflections 10:15 
Health Manets 1006 The Mysterious 
Art of Conductor 11:00 World News 
11:09 British Press Review 11:15 Good 
Books 11:36 financial News; Sports 
Roundup 11:45 A Mozart MisceQany 
Lh06 News Summary: Discovery 12£5 
A Letter from Scotland 1230 Citizens 
13:00 World News 13:69 News About 
Britain 13:15 Waveguide 1*25 Book 
Choice 13:30 Drama Serial 14:00 
Radio Newsreel 14:15 Multitrack 1: 
Top 20 14:45 Sports Round-up 15:06 
World News 15:09 24 Houn: News 
Summary 15 JO Network U.K. 15:45 
Recording of the Week 16:00 Outlook; 
5-Minute News 16:45 Fust Recordings 
of British Symphonies 17J» Radio 
Newsreel 17.-69 Commentary 17:15 
Ouestions of Faith 17:45 Kings of 
Swing 11M World News I8.-09 A 
Letter from Scotland 18:15 Citizens 
18:30 Performing Early Muse 19KI9 
Commentary 19:15 Drama Serial 19-JO 
Open Door Policies 19:15 The History 
of Radio Comedy 19:40 Book Choice 
1*50 Sports Round-up 20HH News- 
desk 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 A SW 7200. 9565. 11740, 

11925 and 15210 Hz 

06*0 News 06:10 Newsline 06*0 VQA 
Morning 07:00 News 07:10 Newsline 
07 JO VO A Morning 68.-00 News 08:10 
Newsline 08J8 VOA Morning 17:00 
News 17:10 Newsline 17J0 Music 
USA 18.-06 News 18:10 Focus 18J0 
Special English News & Features 1M0 
News 19:10 Newsline 19J0 Magazine 
Show TOM News 20:10 Focus 20J0 
Special Pngfich News A Features 21:00 
News 21:10 Newsline America 21 JO 
Music USA 22.-60 News A Editorial 
22:15 Music USA Jazz 23:00 News 
23:10 World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


ABC NEWS 


☆ A selection of the latest news from 
the United States taped from the ABC 
Evening News of the previous week at 
7:00 p.m. at the American Centre. 


zah, Jabal Luweibdch. Opening hours: 

10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p.mu Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 19(6. Spans Qty, Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 z.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Ctosed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


SERVICE CLUBS 


7Tuj in formation is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Omen Alia Intcmaikmal 
Airport Tel. (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be voided. 


VIDEO 


"The German Scene”: A review of 
cultural, economic, social and political 
events in Germany daring 1987 at 8:00 
p.m. at the Goethe Institute. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre . . Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Ebrary 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute - 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.CA - 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Munkapal Library .....637111 
Untv. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


The Amman Lions Chib. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 
Lions Pfdhddpiria Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon HoIeI. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal AntUBNbBe Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum” Fun and knowledge for afl 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9dJ0 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. • 6.-00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

FoOdore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel, 651760. 

Jordan A rch a eo l ogi cal Museum: Has 
an excellent coBection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qafa 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
ajn.-S.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 


Jordan National GaDcrj: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of (be Muslim coon- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientals! arlifls. Mama- 


CHURCHES 

St, Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Raman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaOe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terruanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdeh, mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5-J0 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Chnrdi of the (Greek 

Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. TcL 625383. 
chaplain's residence, td. 601359 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Ort h odox Church Asbra- 

fieh, Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho 
dox) Ashrafieh, Tel. 771751. 

Amman iBon -Kiuwi Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeinm. Tel. 
677534. 

EvangfBnd Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation, (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Interdenorninationil-cctHBenical En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Tel. 
822605. Rev. Vcfi. 

The Church of Jens Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) TeL 815817. 
821264. 


0630 

09:15 

0*30 

09-J0 

09:40 

09-55 

10:08 

17:10 

17:35 

18:00 

18:05 

18:15 

19-.40 

19:45 


Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Larnaca(RJ) 

New York. Vienna (RJ) 

Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

.... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 


1*10 Bucharest (RO) 

15:45 Kuwait (LN) 

1*40 Riyadh (SV) 

17:20 Cairo (MS) 

1*30 Damascus (AZ) 

2*15 Dubai (EK) 

PRAYER TIMES 

0*12 Fair 

06:34 ( Sunrise) Ouha 

11:44 Dhuhr 

14J0 Asr 

1*54 Maghreb 

1*16 - ‘Isha 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


Amman govemoraie 891228 

Amman Qvil Defence 198.199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 27313 1 

Gvil Defence Quwctsmeh 770733 

Civil Defence Dor Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193. 7751 1 1 

Amman downtown fire brigade,... 19$ 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778305 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390,'! 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771 125*8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport [08153330/60 


AMMAN: 

Dr. A. Tuyyem 620115 

Dr. Anwar Musa 771020 

Dr. Mohammad 1. KhalccJ 896294 

Dr. Hriham Kana'au 29(1286 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrtwws pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Narroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 


TAXIS: 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


13:28 Moscow (SU) 

1*40 Bucharest (RO) 

13:40 Kuwaii (KU) 

14*5 Tripoli (LN) 

1*0O Riyadh (SV) 

16:35 Cairo (MS) 

17:45 Rome (AZ) 

19J5 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Zurich. Lamaca (SR) 

0*30 London. Cairo (BA) 


Monday rates 

Local sell/buy rates in 6b 

Belgian franc 96.9/ 99.2 

Dutch guilder 180.1/ 184,8 

French franc 59.9/ 61.5 

Italian lira 27.5 / 28.2 

Japanese yea (for 100) ....258.4/ 265.2 

Swedish crown 55.9/ 37.3 

Swiss franc 247.2/ 254.6 

U.K. sterling pound 602.8 619 

U.S. dollar 332,5/ 338.6 

W. German mark — 202. 1 207.8 


HOSPITALS 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


WEATHER 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32- 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281 1< 
Aicileh Mate miry. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 66*171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/3? 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuJiajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marks S91611T5 

Oneen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Antal Hospital 674155 



... 636730 


... 644660 


.. 666467 


. 842400 


... 73642S 


... 776131 

IRBID: 




ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Safarini 

..987565 


.985417 

GENERAL 


j 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaint; 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas crib 17 

Repair service— 11 


07.-00 Aqaba (RJ) 

10s45 Rome (RJ). 

1045 Tripoli (Rlj 


1I.-45 

12*0 

12:45 

Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

13:00 


19:35 


1*40 


20:15 

2*45 

21:15 

Z2ritt 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

08:30 


14tS0 

15*0 



Bulletin Supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A slight increase in temperature is 
expected, with the appearance of 
medium and high clouds. Southeaster- 
ly moderate winds will become south- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, norther- 
ly moderate will become southerly 
fresh and c&Jm sea. 

Min./max. temp. 

Amman 6/15 

Aqaba 11 /22 

Deserts 3 / 14 

Jordan Valley 12 / 21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 13.6, Aqaba 22. Humklrty read- 
ings: Amman 47 per cent, Aqaba 27 
per cent. 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/kwer price in 8b per kg. 

Apple (ddfereai kinds) 300 / 250 

Apple (French) 420 / 360 

Appletgreen) 470 / 400 

Banapa 350/300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 240 

Beans 240/200 

Beaus (broad) 520 / 460 

Cabbage 60/ 40 

Carrot 230/ IRQ 

Cauliflower 70/40 

Cucumbers 240/180 

Dates (box) 1100/ «M 

Eggplant (large) 80/50 

Garlic - 280 / 200 T 

hi . ■ ■ 


Grapefruit 140/100 

Lemon ISO/ 100 

Mandarin 180 / 140 

Manow 140/100 

Qmoafgrcea) 100/ 60 

Onion (dry) 200/170 

-Oranges (Abu surra) 280/200 

Oranges (Shammouti) 230 / 180 

Pepper (hot) 200/160 

Pepper (sweci) 120/ 80 

Potato 140/100 

Raddisb 70/ 40 

Spinaeb 100/ 60 

Tomatoes IM / 120 

Turnip 160 / 120 
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By i jonhn Times 
Staff Reporter 


*■!- {,„ AMMAN — The Lower House. 
’^a? 1 Parf tf n * ait W»B hold a session 
today to docuss legislation in- 
,‘^h ■ ■‘•^dodhig majar'^ amendments to 


^-'^i -Jordan’s I960 Penal Code, 
^ 1 .^ ‘ - , wliere|3y stringent punishments 
>. -r ^ were introduced on crimes such 
-'' : ,;^f---a» < rapc, adultery, fraud and 
h. issuing cheques without credit. 

1 . Modifications to the 28-year- 
*■ :■:■ I, V'j penal code were prompted by 
-.:‘ t _.* ! ^r»‘?an alarming increase in these 
"i-Q ^'c’ 1 ■crimes and the need to have 
~ ,y< ^“tighter punishments to go akmg- 

’■•=*■/ u e ®nts exerted by the con- 
‘ ^v ; * 'cerned public departments. 

• ■-':<!*, ’’ . According to observers, penal- 
1 . ties on these violations as pro- 
-t'./.vkfed for in the 1960 law were 
not compatible with the gravity of 
^ (■ "■ • ’ the crimes committed and the 
-■ ; "iy > accelerating number of offenders. 

I _ According to these amend- 
v.r ’ ments, anyone who rapes a girl 
% , under 15-years of age would be 
* , 'executed. Others who rape 
•• . .women through the use of force, 
.. 1',v . ". threat or cheating would be sent- 
r. ' : t - enced to a minimum of 10 years 
' imprisonment with hard labour. 
- .The same sentence would apply 


revisions 

to anyone who rapes a girl or 
woman who cannot d efe nd her- 
self because of physical disability, 
psychological instability or 
Physical weakness. 

Acts of incest among parents 
and their children, brothers and 
sisters, stepbrothers and stepsis- 
ters, inlaws, and annts.and nodes 
would receive a minimum of five 
years imprisonment with tempor- 
ary hard labour.. 


The amendments intro- 
duced new penalties to iDdustrial- 
ists or heads of workshops who 
neglect their duties in providing 
equipment and. signs to ensure 
safety during occupational 
emergencies. Those who damage 
these signs due to negligence 
would also be fined. 

The House will also disc? 
modifications matfa to the 7 * len t 
(alms for the poor) fond, and 
amendments to the -1982 law on 
tenants and landlords. 

Other suggestions mack by a 
number of deputies include: 
opening of new roads in Jordan, 
extending the electricity network, 
improving the situation of milit- 
ary conscripts and. raising to JD 
150 the monthly salary paid to 
training engineers. 


Kuwaiti envoy holds talks 
with Fayez, Ra wabdeh 


AMMAN (Petra) — Kuwaiti 
'Ambassador to Jordan Ibrahim 
Al Baho met Monday with Grea- 
ter Amman Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf 
’Al Rawabdeh to discuss coopera- 
tion between the cities of Amman 
.and Kuwait. 


Later, the ambassador called 
on Speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament Akef Al Fayez for 
talks on Jordanian-Kuwaiti rela- 
tions. Mr. Baho will soon end his 
term as ambassador here which 
■began in 1977." 


Abu Qoura calls for enquiry 
into Israeli use of gas bombs 


‘AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of 
.the Jordan National Red Ores- 
cent Society (JNRCS) Dr. 
Ahmad Abo Qoura has 
called on i H f e m at ipn pi Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRQ 
to send an investigation team to 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to look into the use Of 
poisonous gas bombs by Israeli 
occupation authorities against 
'Palestinians. 


Dr. Abn Qoura, in a message 
he sent Monday to ICRC Presi- 
dent Corneho Sommaruga, said 
that the recent death of a pre- 
gnant Arab woman in occupied 
Gaza was as a result of a gas 
bomb. This, the message added, 
was a violation of the 4th Geneva 
Convention, which stresses the 
necessity of protecting pregnant 
women and the prevention any 
attacks against them under all 
circumstances. 


Work stepped up on phase 
two of Sahab industrial city 




.AMMAN (J.T.) — Work on the 
.second phase of foe Sah«h In- 
; . dustrial CSty (SIC) by foe Inter- 
. ! national Contracting and Invest- 
ment Company (IC3CO) is ex- 
pected to be completed before 
; foe end. of tins year, according to 
. ( Director-General of the Jordan 
. . Industrial Estates Corporation 
. . (JIEC) Fayez Snheimat 

Dr. Snheimat said that work 
r '.has been speeded np on the pro- 
ject in view of the increasing 
• 'interest of investors in develop- 
r uncut projects in the industrial 
.city. 

_ The contract awarded to the 
’ IQCO provides for laying foe 


city’s infrastructure, constructing 
three types of steel buildings and 
the addition of a wastewater 
treatment plant to the phase one 
infrastructure. 

Dr. Snheimat said that foe cost 
of phase two of the project is 
expected to teach JD 2 milli on . 

The European Community 
(EC) is providing 50 per cent of 
the cost of phase two, and the, 
balance is covered by foe JIEC. 

The EC has built a vocational 
training centre, at the SIC at a 
cost of $1.4 million, which was 
turned over to the Vocational 
Training evaporation by the EC 
representative in Jordan last 
October. 


.’Madaba reports on 1987 
-y > school construction projects 


MADABA (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education in 1987 com- 
pleted work on school building 
projects in Madaba District worths 
a total of JD 1,565,200, according 
to Deeb Majafi, director of the 
education department here. 

- Mr. Majali said that foe pro- 
jects involved the construction of 
school buildings and other facili- 
ties, such as laboratories and 
playgrounds, as well as vocational 
tr aining facilities. 

- He said that the minishy is now 
undertaking projects worth JD 


2^15,000 for setting up addition- 
al school bnfldmgs. 

These schools are being built in 
Madaba itself and villages and 
towns throughout the district, 
Mr. Majali noted. 

He said that his department has 
purchased 30 dnmmis of land, at 
a cost of JD 2 million, for the new 
schools, but work on the projects 
is not expected to begin until foe 
end of 1988. 

To date, Madaba District has 
132 schools offering education to 
25,556 students and employing' 
1,361 teachers. 


i Preparations for conference 
i on unemployment underway 


an 




IRBID (J.T.) — Yarmouk Um- 
vexsby has begun preparing for a 
awfe r einy . on unemployment in 

Jordan in April 
The head of foe university’s 
economics department, Dr. Hra- 
temTalafha, said that the confer- 
ence wffl discuss working papers 
on foe general conditions m mi- 
nt and foe utilisation of 

r j economic resources to 

foe imamp toyment prob- 
at present and in the fattue. 
. -Speaafists from Jordanian uni- 
VHfoes, the. public and private 
' aedns, the World Bank mid foe 
international Monetary Fond 
be taking part in 'foe 



conference. 

Unemployment has become 
one of die main problems faring. 
Jordan, according to results of a 
study recently conducted at foe 
Royal Scientific Society. 

The study said that more than, 
two-thirds of foe unemployed 
were below the age of 30. In 
addition, foe unemployment rate 
was estimated to increase from 
6.9 per cent in 1986 to 10 per cent 
in 1990, according to the study* 

World Bank figures for 1986 
said that if the present economic 
trends in Jordan continued, un- 
employment was expected to 
reach 30 per cent by 1990. 


Cabinet modifies ministries , sets Health Ministry to impose 
up new ministerial committees strict penalties on violators of 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Mimstn 
of Public Works and Housing wiu 
be in charge of the Housing Cor- 
poration, which was under the 
jurisdiction of the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment prior to the Jan. 
9 Cabinet reshuffle, according to 
a decision by the Cabinet. 

Mr. Shafiq Zawaideh, who 
served as Housing Corporation 
director became Minister of Pub- 
lic Works and Housing in the new 
set-up. 

Also, the Urban Development 
Department wiD continue to be 
linked to the Ministry of Municip- 
al and Rural Affairs and foe 
Environment, whose head is Mr. 
Yousef Hamdan Al Jaber. 

According to the Cabinet deci- 
sion, the Ministry of Culture and 
National Heritage will be re- 
sponsible for foe following de- 


fine n rial and planning affairs, 

grouping the ministers of finance, 
energy and mineral resources, 
planning, agriculture, industry, 
trade and supply, the minister of 
state for prime ministry affairs 
and the governor of the Central 
Bask of Jordan; a committee on 
services, grouping the deputy 
prime minister and the ministers 
of education, transport, com- 
munications, awqaf and Islamic 
affairs, agriculture, energy, water 
and irrigation, health, interior, 
municipal and rural affairs and 
the environment, tourism, public 
works and housing, labour and 
social development; and a com- 
mittee <m legal affairs, compris- 
■ing the ministers of justice, cul- 
ture and national heritage, in- 
formation, interior and foe head 
of foe Legislation Bureau at the 
prime minister’s office. 


partments: Culture and Arts; 
Libraries, Documentation and 
National Archives; Antiquities; 
and foe Royal Cultural Centre. 

The Cabinet, in its first meet- 
ing after the reshuffle, set up four 
specialised ministerial commit- 
tees for proposing government 
policies, designing executive 
programmes, suggesting draft 
laws and regulations, supervising 
coordination among government 
departments and following up on 
foe implementation of Cabinet 
decisions related to these depart- 
ments. 

These committees are: a com- 
mittee on national guidance and 
information, grouping the minis- 
ters of awqaf and Islamic affairs, 
information, higher education, 
youth, culture and national herit- 
age; a committee on economic. 


smoking ban in public places 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Health is 
banning smoking at all cinemas, theatres, public 
libraries, public transport vehicles and other places 
considered by the ministry as public places, accord- 
ing to an official spokesperson at the Health Ministry 
Monday. 


Settlers open fire on protesters in West Bank. 


(Continued from page 1) 

A second Palestinian died 
Monday from wounds he suffered 
last week, raising the number of 
Arabs kilted by Israeli gunfire in - . 
the unrest which began Dec. 8. 

Also Monday in foe occupied 
Gaza Strip, foe army faced off 
against Palestinian protesters 
wbo blocked the streets with 
large rocks, scrap metal, tree 
branches and overturned garbage 
bins (See page 2). 

■ In the walled Old City of Jeru- 
salem, AP photographer Anat 
Gtvon saw soldiers detain two 
Palestinian children despite the 
protests of a waiting mother. The 
mother, who refused to give her 
name, said her son was 11 years 
old. 

The Palestine Press Service 
(PPS) identified the man they 
said died of earlier injuries Mon- 
day as Basel Yazonri, 20, of Khan 
Younis in the Gaza Strip. 

The Gaza kilting Monday was 
in the town of Khan Younis. The 
army said a Palestinian tried to 
snatch a soldier's weapon and 
when be failed a group of protes- 
ters attacked troops and an offic- 
er opened fire, failing one of the 
attackers. 

Stone-throwing and tyre-burn- 
ing incidents continued in several 
parts of the Gaza area. 

Troops fired tear-gas and dis- 
persed demonstrators in several 
West -Bank- refugee -camps and- 
placed two- under curfew. • 

An Israeli 'girl was injured 
when a bus was stoned In Arab 
Jerusalem in one of several simi- 
lar incidents in Arab areas of foe 
occupied Holy City. 

There were frill or partial busi- 
ness strikes in Arab Jerusalem, 
Ram all ah and Hebron and au- 
thorities arrested two Arab jour- 
nalists and ordered them held 
without trial for six months (See 
P*8* 2). 

In Vienna, Giorgio Giacometti, 
head of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
refugees in the Near East (UN- 
RWA), told 40 delegates to Vien- 
na-bared U.N. agencies that foe 
protests were- the result of the 
ogees’ “ fr us tra t i on at being 
left m a dead end.” 

He said Israel should begin 
dealing with demonstrations in a 
different manner, not uring tive 
ammunition.” 

UNRWA said it was consider- 
ing expanding its activities in foe 
troubled territories and urged 
Israel not to go ahead with plan- 
ned deportations of Palestinians. 
One of those slated for deporta- 
tion is a teacher in an UNRWA 
school in the Gaza Strip. 

Hundreds of Palestinians in the 
Sinai dty of Rafah, demonstrated 
on Sunday against Israeli actions 
in foe occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

North Sinai Governor Munir 
Sbash told Reuters by telephone 
foe demonstration was staged in 
coordination with the Egyptian 
authorities and under police pro- 
tection. 

“It is their right to stage such a 
demonstration to express their 
jer over Israel’s violent ac- 
tions,” Mr. Shash said. 

He said there was no damage 
or casualties and the protesters 
dispersed peacefully after about 
an hour. 

But foe Israeli prime minister, 
Yitzhak Shamir, accused Egypt 
Monday of shooting and wound- * 
mg Palestinian protesters in 
Rafah and rejected Egyptian sug- 
gestions that Israel had violated 
the Camp David accords. 

Shamir charged at a gathering 
of businessmen that Egyptian 
troops fired at several Palesti- 
nians demonstrating in Rafah, 
which straddles the border be- 
tween Egypt ami foe fcraefi-occa- 
pied Gaza Strip. 

In his statement, Shamir did 
not explain how Egyptian troops 
were present in Rafah since me 
Camp David accords prevent 
Egyptian soldiers from patrolling 
the Sinai area. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, on a visit to Arab Golf 
states, said Monday in Aba Dha- 
bi that Israel had violated the 
Camp David accords between 
their two countries by annexing 
the Golan Heights and Arab 
Jerusalem, 


Shamir responded: “Mr. Presi- 
dent, it is not a violation of the 
camp accords. Nothing was said 
in foe Camp David accords on 
Jerusalem or the Golan Heights.” 
He reiterated his fierce opposi- 
tion to an international confer- 
ence which Mr. Mubarak said 
was the best way to end the 
present violence and foe stale- 
mate in the peace process. 

Shamir urged Egypt to return 
to the Camp David accords which 
call for Palestinian “autonomy” 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
for five years, after which the 
permanent status of the occupied 
areas would be determined. 

“Wfe signed an agreement with 
Egypt nine years ago. There was 
a solution agreed upon for the 
■same people who are rioting to- 
day,” he added. 

“With all foe plans suggested 
until today, there has not been a 
more practical, more realistic or 
better idea than this solution,” 
S hamir contended. 

Meanwhile, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres told visit- 
ing U.N. envoy Mairack Goold- 
ing that unless a solution was 
-found with Jordan, Gaza could 
.face the same endless violent 
anarchy as Lebanon. 

“We have to choose between a 
Lebamsation of foe Gaza Strip or 
a Jordanisation of the area. The 
solution cannot be reached un- 
ilaterally but must be found with 
Jordan and foe Palestinians,” 
Spokesman Ehud Gol quoted him 
as saying. 

Mr. Goulding is on a mission to 
study the safety of foe Palesti- 
nians in die occupied territories. 


Shamir has refused to receive 

him, 

Peres suggested last month, to 
bitter criticism by Shamir’s right- 
wing Likud bloc, that Israel 
should demilitarise Gaza and dis- 
mantle Jewish settlements there. 


The spokesperson said that 
Article Three of the Public 
Health Safety Law on Smoking 
issued in 1977 bans smoking of all 
kinds of tobacco in any public 
place. 

However, the source said, a 
specialised smoking area can be 
assigned in public places, pro- 
vided they are approved by foe 
minister of health. 

According to foe spokesper- 
son, the 1977 law states that strict 
penalties shall be imposed on 
violators. The spokesperson said 


tbat public places found violating 
foe law could be closed down and 
proprietors would be liable for 
imprisonment from one week to 
one year and a fine from JD 10 to 
200 . 

These regulations will be im- 
plemented, the source said, to 
help safeguard public bealth. 

It was earlier announced that 
Jordan will observe April 7 as a 
non-smoldng day, as called for by 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). 


Last April, a symposium on the 
dangers of smoking held in Am- 
man recommended that taxes and 
duties on locally-produced and 
imported cigarettes be increased 
-in a drive to encourage people to- 
givc up smoking. 

The symposium, organised by 
the Jordanian National Anti- 
stnoking Society in cooperation 
with foe Ministry of Health’s 
Health Education Department, 
was convened to explain the de- 
trimental effects of smoking on 
public health. 

The symposium also recom- 
mended that smoking be forbid- 
den in public places, offices and 
public means of transport. 
Another recommendation sug- 
gested that school curricula in- 
clude facts on the unhealthy 
effects of smoking. 


Congressmen see change in American 

antle Jewish settlements there. I 1 * _ • • * w w w . 

Peres also told Mr. Goulding public opinion on Arab-Israeli conflict 


Israel rejects 
condemning Israeli actions in die 
occupied territories. 

“Peres said he rejected foe 
Security Council resolutions be- 
cause foe Security Council plays 
no role* in foe security of. foe 
territories,” Gol said. 

Mr. Goulding,' wbo also met 
U.N. officials providing relief ser- 
vices to Palestinian refugees in 
foe occupied areas, told reporters 
after iris talks with Peres: 

“We discussed how these re- 
cent disturbances show the press- 
ing need to negotiate a settlement 
which will remove the causes of 
all the recent troubles.” 

Meanwhile, an American-born 
Israeli, Charles Lechner, 18, of- 
Pittsburgh, was sentenced to 28 
days in a military jail for refusing 
to perform his army service in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

In Gaza, Israeli soldiers forced 
open Arab shops that had been 
dosed in compliance with a three- 
day general strike called by 
P alestinians - An AP reporter saw 
foe soldiers attach ch ains to shop 
doors and pull them open with 
jeeps. 

As night fell in Gaza, Israeli 
gunfire could still be heard on 
major streets and bands of 
Palestinian children roamed the 
alleyways, setting fire to tyres. 


Iraqis shatter lull in ‘tanker war’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
any such raid. But the source said 
foe long-range attack was carried 
out between 6:20 p.m. and 8:00 
p.m. (1520 and 1700 GMT). 

He said there was no immedi- 
ate word on foe extent of dam- 
age. The island lies inside a milit- 
ary exdnsioa zone declared by 
Iran. 

Baghdad Radio quoted a milit- 
ary spokesman as saying Monday 
that Iraqi fighter-bombers hit two 
“large maritime targets,” which 
usually means tankers, at 9 p.m. 
and 11 pjn. (1800 GMT and 2000 
GMT) Sunday. 

Arab diplomatic sources re- 
ported last week that Iraq had 
agreed to halt its air force blitz' of 
Iranian tankers as part of a Syrian 
initiative to broker talks between 
Iran and foe six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) to 
find ways of ending the Gulf war. 

It was unclear on Monday 
whether Iraq’s tanker raids had 
jeopardised those talks and there 
was no immediate reaction from 

Tehran. 

Iranian Foreign Minister AH 
Akbar Velayati met a United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) envoy in 
Tehran on Sunday night and said 
Iran was optimistic about any 
cooperation which would reduce 
the influence of foreign powers in 
foe Gulf. 

Sources quoted by AP had also 
reported that Tehran had agreed 
to delay a long-anticipated winter 
offensive in foe land war so foe 
talks; which would not directly 
involve Iraq, could be held. 

However, the reported scale- 
down in fighting was not seen as 
an overall ceasefire. The sources 
gave no timetable for the re- 
ported dialogue. 


Sporadic grtnmcl action has 
continued since Dec. 26 and the 
Iraqi air force bombed an oil 
refinery in the northwest Iranian 
city of Tabriz Friday. 

Iran retaliated by shelling 
Iraq's southern port dty of Basra 
Friday and Saturday. Iraq said at 
least eight civilians were ItiUed 
and 27 wounded. 

The two sides also reported a 
naval battle around two offshore 
Iraqi oil platforms in the northern 
end of foe Gulf Saturday. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein said Monday there was no 
gap in foe string of defences set 
up to counter Iranian attack. 

“By God’s will, Iraq will re- 
main protected and Iraqis will 
hold their heads high,” the Iraqi 
leader said in remarks quoted by 
foe Iraqi News Agency (IN A). 

Tbe agency said be made the 
comments dining a meeting with 
a group of army officers who 
pr efe rred td remain at their posi- 
tions along tbe front line rather 
than being transferred to 
Baghdad. 

“The example set by these men 
will sink deeply into the conscien- 
ce of foe Iraqis stationed... at tbe 
front,” foe president said. 

He said the Iranians wonld thus 
be “aware that there is no gap in 
foe Iraqi wall.” 

The Iraqis have set np a string 
of World War I-style defences, 
with trenches and fortifications to 
stop an Iranian “human wave’ 
attaks. 

Arab diplomatic sources in 
Damascus have reported that 
Iran has massed up to half a 
millio n men on tbe southern bor- 
der in preparation for a major 
offensive. 


‘Soviets will back Iran embargo’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
absolutely dear, we are not drag- 
ging- our feet.” 

Mr. B intents was on foe last* 

leaders on the outcome oipDec.- 
7-10 superpower summit between 
Mr. Gorbachev and U.S. Press- 1 
dent Ronald Reagan and to dis- 
cuss tbe situation in foe Gulf in 
fight of the protracted war. 

He also reiterated that his 
country wonld support a follow- 
up resolution envisaging sanc- 
tions against Iran when it “feds 
that there is no other way” to 
Induce Tehran to accept peace. 

The United States has been 
■spearheading eflbrtarat the U.N. 
Security Council to pish an arms 


By Nqjwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two American con- 
gressmen currently visiting Jor- 
dan said Sunday that the United 
States had pot rejected an inter- 
national peace conference prop- 
osed by foe United Nations. 

Spealting at the World Affairs 
Council (WAC), Republican Bad 
Shuster from Pennsylvania said: 
Tt should be strongly empha- 
sised that foe U.S. has not re- 
jected such a conference, and 
there is strong support in tbe U.S. 
to push the peace process for- 
ward. This sends a message to all 
parties of interest.” 

A fellow Republican from 
Ohio, Michael De Wine, added 
that the American people under- 
stand the importance of the Arab 
World strategically. “We have a 
responsibility in the Middle East 
since we are a world power; but 
as a world power, we also have 
responsibilities in other parts of 
tbe world,” said the congress- 
man, who is also a member of the 
House of Representatives Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee and the 
special House Committee investi- 
gating foe Iran-contra affair 
What foe American people 
have seen on their television 
screens over the past five weeks 
has changed public opinion, 
according to the congressmen. 
Congressman De Wine spoke ab- 
out tbe perception problems in 
the U.S.: “The PLO (Palestine 
Liberation Organisation) is equ- 
ated with terrorism, and foe 
Americans do not differentiate 
the PLO from the Palestinians.” 
He believes tbe last few weeks 
may have changed foe American 
perspective. “When Americans 
see 14-year-old Palestinians on 
television, they think of their own 
children. Tm seeing what may be 
an educational process in the 
U.S./’ Mr. De Wine said. 

Tbe two congressmen discus- 
sed with Armed Forces Corqman- 
der-in-Chief Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker the general situation in 
the Middle East and tbe current 
events in the occupied territories 
in a meeting Monday. 

Congressman Shuster, a mem- 
ber of the House Intelligence 
Committee, referred to the re- 
sponsibility of a world power in 
response to a comment that once 
another major world event hap- 
pens, the uprising in the occupied 
territories will be forgotten, just 
like the 1982 Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon was forgotten. “I think 
it is a reality for a country such as 
foe U.S., which has global in- 
terests focusing on many parts of 
the world. Any region wonld like 
to see the focus on it exclusively,” 
he said. 

He emphasised that the U.S. is 
straggling to play a positive role 

foe recenflj?S^«rte at the l^N. 
be said, “We could have turned 
our back and embraced the 
Israeli position." 

The U.S. move in the U.N. 
upset many people, he said, “but 
the U.S. government will reflect 
what is in its best interest It is not 
linst U.S. policy to defend 
Israel nor to say that some of 
IsraeTs policies are wrong.” 
When asked why the uTS. de- 
cided now to vote against the 
deportation of nine Palestinians 
— foe first vote against Israel in 
four years — Congressman Shus- 
ter responded: ‘The vote speaks 
for itself; the U.S. administration 


embargo against Iran, the party 
held responsible for tbe failure of 
the council to push through the 
ceasefire resolution that it 
adopted by nnamiDons vote last 
July 20. 

The embargo is envisaged as a 

KSSSXC I FMdamentnfists stage Cairo protest 


felt what was going on was 
wrong.” 

As to why foe administration 
did not feel that other Israeli 
actions, such as foe invasion of 
Lebanon, and bombings in Tunis 
and Iraq, be said: “Those stands 
were taken by a series of adminis- 
trations, and it is not my position 
to jrctify; we are looking for- 
ward* not backwards.” 

Congressman De Wine de- 
clined to answer when asked why 
foe U.S. has not, to date, publicly 
announced its support for the 
peace conference or applied any 
pressure on Israel to support tbe 
conference. “Under our system. 
Congress has a role, but does not 
get involved in negotiations. That 
is for foe State Department to 
deal with,” he said. 

Mr. De Wine said that his 
responsibility as a member of 
Congress was “to listen to all 
sides, vote my conscience, vote in 
foe interest of the half-a- miTli nn I 
represent, and vote in what I 
perceive to be foe interest of foe 
U.S.” 

A member of foe audience 
pointed out that many congress 
people are influenced by foe pro- 
Israel lobby because they do not 
see the other side, and unlike foe 
Jews, Arabs who live in foe U.S. 
lobby for American interests. 

“Jews, on the other band, lob- 
. by for Israel, not for American 
interests,” be said. Congressman 
De Wine responded: “The more 
facts and opinions I have, the 
better my decision. That is wHy I 
am here — to find out firsthand." 

In response to another ques- 
tion, he said that U.S. relations 
with Israel where long-standing 
and built on the support Israel 
has given the U.S.: “If we look 
for foe country which has sup- 
ported foe U.S. on almost every 
policy, we will find Israel.” 

Congressman Shuster added 
that relations are based on poli- 
cies. In response, another mem- 
ber of tbe audience pointed out 
that tbe U.S. is dealing with a 
state which follows discrimina- 
tory policies. Israel denies 
citizenship to non-Jews, while 
Jews anywhere in the world are 
entitled to Israeli citizenship, she 
said. 

A member of foe congressional 
delegation said that Israeli Arabs 
can obtain dtramship, and that 
they are only denied serving in 
the army. 

An observer clarified that 
citizenship was given to the 
Palestinians in Israel which foe 
Israelis could not expel when the 
Jewish state was created; other- 
wise no Christian or Muslim 
could have the citizenship. 

Another observer conveyed his 
disillusionment with U.S. poli- 
cies. “When it comes to the U.S. 
voting, we do not see a reflection 
of free will and few logical pat- 
terns. It is a matter of double 
standards, Afghan rebels are 
“freedom fighters,” while Palesti- 
nians are “terrorists.” Jordan — 
a friendly nation to the U.S. — 
has requested arms for tbe past 4 
to 5 years; while Iran — an 
enemy of the U.S. — receives 
arms in secret,” he said. 

Congressman Shuster said that 
the reality of foe pro-Israeli lobby 
and its strong voice was “a fact of 
democracy.” “There are political 
pressures in the U.S. Jordan, 
likewise, has pressure from foe 
Arab World. We must be realistic 
and try to overcome these res- 


whkfa calls for against 

countries that do not abide by its 
resolutions. 

Mr. Bxutents said the Soviet 
Union already enforces an anas 
embargo against ban as a matter 
of .official policy, but doubted 
that a U.N.-sponsored embargo 
could have enough impart on foe 
flow of arm* to van to affect the 
conflict. 


(Continued from page 1) 
and Qaza. 

Around 12 truckloads of riot 
police and security officers 
(guarded Cairo’s Bar Association 
headquarters during the rally, 
which was attended by about 50 
bearded lawyers. The intense 
security appeared to have been 
partly because of foe association’s 
proximity to the capital's mam 


synagogue and the Sf 


WISS 


The police did not intervene, 
and the demonstration ended 
peacefully. 

. Sheikh Abdul Rahman and 

Sheikh Salama denied govern- j this might be the best opportunity 


traints,” he said. 

He said that he believes “it is 
true that we have not been true 
with Jordan, but you are not 
being true with the U.S. if you do 
not see our struggle to bring 
peace.” 

In his opening comments, Con- 
gressman Shuster said that foe 
1973 oil embargo played a major 
role in injuring U.S. relations 
with the Arab World. “Several of 
my colleagues have said they 
would never vote for any Arab 
nation after the oil embargo, 
which will never be forgotten, 
and which brought the U.S. to its 
knees.” 

The arms trade with Iran was 
called “disgraceful” and “dis- 
astrous." As an American, I 
abhor the policy, and I won’t 
defend it; but will embrace foe 
strongest words used against it,” 
he said. 

Another audience member 
commented: “Everyone is after 
peace, but what kind of peace? 
We hear about secure borders for 
Israel, but what about our bor- 
ders? The oil embargo might have 
been painful, but we have more 
painful things. We forget about 
foe embargo when our children 
are being ItiUed by American 
weapons.” 

Opening foe lecture. Chairman 
of foe Board of Directors of 
Royal Jordanian Aii Ghandonr 
spoke about the need for the U.S. 
to assume the role of peace broker 
and to adopt even-handed poli- 
ties. He said that tbe failure of 
past peace initiatives and the fact 
that there are no initiatives pre- 
sently on foe table have led to the 
Palestinian uprising, which is now 
beyond tbe point of no return. “It 
is a movement of hope, not of 
terrorism. Unlike individnal acts 
which are acts of desperation, the. 
uprising is an act of hope be- 
cause, with its success, the 
Palestinians wfll be free from 
occupation,” he said. 

Mr. Ghandour stated as “basic 
elements of truth” Israel’s denial 
of foe West Bank and Gaza as 
occupied territories and the sup- 
pression of Palestinian rights. 
Even when foe U.S. voted for the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops from 
South Lebanon, foe Israelis re- 
mained as occupiers; or when the 
Jewish settlements were declared 
by the U.S. as illegal and as 
obstacles to peace, foe Israelis 
bnilt more settlements, thus 
showing the Arab World that 
“the U.S. political will offers 
consideration, but not coercion,” 
he said. 

An observer asked for foe U.S. 
to treat the Palestinian question 
like the South African problem. 

On these points, Congressman 
Shuster said that the U.S. be- 
lieves foe way to be effective and 
to be friends with Israel and 
Jordan is quiet persuasion. “Be- 
cause forced polities would not 
work.” The sanctions against 
South Africa which President 
Reagan rejected and which Con- 
gress endorsed, failed, he said, 
“and if we were to pursue foe 
policy of “the dub” against 
Israel, we also would fail.” 

He said that ten years ago he 
would not have expected such 
dose relations between Egypt 
and the U-S-, “but once peace 
between Israel and Egypt came 
through, then our support for 
Egypt increased. This is indica- 
tive of what can happen when 
peace comes.” 

Congressman Shuster said he 
•did not expect foe solution to the 
Middle East conflicts crystallise 
until after foe U.S. presidential 
elections: “We hope that out of 
elections, foe will and environ- 
ment will come out allowing us to 
participate.” He added that Jews 
worldwide would have to realise 
foe importance of peace, and tha t 


meat charges they had led de- 
monstrations earlier this month 
that ended with police interven- 
tion and tbe arrest of 26 people. 


for peace. “Israel wifi have to 
make sore this opportunity does 
not slip through its fingers,” he 
said. 


V ' 






JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY JANUARY 12, 1988 




An. ladcpcndah 'Arab pofcvcal daily published In Engjteh by'tht MduTPm 
-• ; ” ,• pasb^'ITO ^ C •: 

''' ' i^jin JJa-tn i*4w' *mu* t2u. xlfip'i&g fBi ^ :££=?"* SI 

of the Board . J . ;„.Vv 

IOUD AL RAYED '& V^V: . 



0: 


Editor and Director 

IOHAMMADAMAD ' ■ 

r-m-Chief: ' V : ; 

G. KHOURI ■" ‘‘pj/ 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

ordan Press Foundation, 

^University Road, P.O. Box 6710, .Amman, Jordan. 

^Telephones: 667171-6, 670141-4 ;■ . .. - ^ 

r Telex: 2U97 ALRA1JO ' "T 
Facsimile: 661242 1 _ ' . T' 

The Jordan Times' is published daily except- Fridays, 
Subscription and advertising rates axe available from the. 
Jordan r Times, advertising departments 
■ ' i.' 

Mubarak’s mission 

THE ongoing visit to tbe Golf states by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak represents orach more than just a state visit by 
a bead of an Arab government to another Arab country. It not 
only symbolises another phase in the process of restoring Arab 
solidarity that was launched at the Nov. 8-11 extraordinary 
Arab summit held in Amman ., but also underscores the 
important and natural position of Egypt in the Arab World. 
Mr. Mubarak's calls, after talks with King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, on Israel and Iran to accept peaceful solutions to their 
conflicts with tbe Arab World emphasised the shared Arab 
realisation of the common nature of the Ir anian threat to the 
eastern flank of the Arab Nation and the Israeli menace on tbe 
other side. 

We hope that the ayatollahs In Tehran have truly understood 
the message contained in the Egyptian leader’s warning to 
them, issued in Riyadh Sunday, not to take the Arab Golf 
states for granted and persist in their campaign to undermine 
the security and stability of the region through their expansion- 
ist designs. No doubt, Mr. Mubarak's visit itself and the 
manifestations of increasing cooperation and coordination 
between the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states and Egypt 
will serve as a resounding reminder to the Ir anian rulers that 
they will have to contend with tbe added political and military 
weight of Egypt in tbeir drive to export their revolution and to 
benefit from chaos and instability in the name of Islam, as they 
sought to do during last year's pilgrimage to Mecca. 

It was indeed an open challen ge that Mr. Mubarak posed to 
the Israeli leaders when he asked why Yitzhak Shamir, prime 
minister of the Jewish state, was continuing to reject the idea of 
an international conference and why the Likud leader was 
afraid to sit (town with the Arabs and negotiate peace within 
the framework of international legitimacy. But, it is no secret 
that Shamir and company cannot be so easily swayed from 
what they perceive as a position of strength, questionable as it 
is, in the Arab-Israeli equation. At the same time, the ongoing 
Palestinian revolt in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip is 
a constant reminder to the Israeli leaders of the pressing need 
for a just and durable settlement to the conflict. 

In any event, Mr. Mubarak wfll also be talking from the 
position of political strength when he meets U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan in Washington on Jan. 28. He will be 
presenting a joint Arab stand towards the two festering 
problems — the Iran-Iraq war and the Arab-Israeli conflict — 
having heard firsthand the unambiguous views of the Golf 
Arab states towards the war and the Palestinian problem. This 
In itself should discourage the American leadership from 
continuing to procrastinate and issue vague statements on its 
stand towards the Arab call for an international peace 
conference on the Middle East. The Egyptian leader’s mission, 
which comes at a time of stagnation and deadlock in peace 
efforts, have our wholehearted support; and we hope it will be 
successful in charting a clear-cut course for the Arabs in the 
path towards the cherished goal of peace in the region. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AI Ra’i: King receives Syrian message 

KING Hussein Sunday received a message from Syrian President 
Hafez AJ Assad dealing with efforts being made by Damascus to find 
an end to the Gulf conflict. The Syrians have been working within the 
framework of the agreement and consensus reached by Arab leaders 
at their extraordinary summit meeting in Amman last November; 
and it seems that the summit had indeed opened the way for 
successful steps to be taken by Syria and any other Arab state 
towards finding solutions to Arab problems. In fact the on-going Gulf 
war had prompted the Arabs in the first place to attend the summit in 
order to arrive at an agreement and strengthen solidarity among 
Arab countries. The Middle East question which was also discussed 
by the Arab leaders in November is now attracting world attention 
specially as the Arab leaders had agreed on unifying their stands with 
regard to a settlement. The Syrian moves to end the Gulf war are 
being made in a favourable atmosphere as world nations continue to 
call for the implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 598 
on the issue. At the same time all efforts are being made for 
convening an international Middle East peace conference; and the 
way is open for fresh efforts to achieve that end in view of the 
uprising in the occupied Arab territories and the world-wide 
condemnation of Israel's inhuman practices. We sincerely hope that 
the Arab countries will continue their efforts to end the Gulf war and 
also rally world nations' efforts to convene an international confer- 
ence to end the Middle East problem. 

AlDustour: Rabin bewildered 

ISRAEL'S Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin who is leading the 
campaign to stifle the Arab resistance in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, has finally admitted that the current uprising bad not 
been expected and that he does not know when it could end. When 
the uprising first broke out the Israelis thought that they would soon 
put it down through sending a handful of troops and detaining Arab 
youths, but in an interview Sunday Rabin made it clear that the 
uprising was cause for concern to Israeli leaders and that no one , 
could predict its end. This admission, coupled with the fact that the 
Israeli troops have so far proved incapable of quelling the revolt/ 
implies that the military force employed by Israel to repress the Arab 
population cannot hold out in the face of the Arab people's resistance 
ana determination to gain freedom. It means that regardless of the 
huge number of troops and weaponry massed against the Arab 
population, the Israelis are losing* control over the situation; and 
despite the arbitrary measures against the Arabs, nothing will stand 
in the people's way for regaining their rights. 

SawtAl Shaab: Israel’s ugly face unveiled 

AS the Arab uprising against Israelis in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip continues Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and his war 
minister Yitzhak Rabin have been issuing statements reiterating the 
Jewish state’s adamant rejection of all rights to the Palestinian people 
and presenting the world public opinion with new falsehoods. Shamir 
is still rejecting the proposed international peace conference on the 
Middle East and his war minister is persistent in carrying on the 
repression against the Arabs to subdue them and stifle their 
resistance. The Arabs are waging a wave of anti-Israeli actions 
designed to help them regain their freedom and legitimate rights in 
their own homeland, while the Israelis continue to step up their 
repressive measures to quell the Arabs' revolt which has won support 
from world nations. 


Ansar II: The school for 
Gaza resistance fighters 


By Glenn Frankel 


GAZA CITY, Israeli -occupied 
Gaza Strip — It was just another 
demonstration in the occupied 
Gaza Strip, where protest is a 
way of life. Students poured out 
of Palestine Secondary School 
last March in honour of the 30th 
anniversary of Israel’s withdrawal 
from Gaza after the Suez crisis 
and headed up aeuain road to 
link up with students from 
another school. Israeli soldiers 
arrived and dozens were rounded 
up. 

Samer Zaket. 16, and Diya 
Hanawi, 15, were among them. 
They were sentenced by a milit- 
ary court to two months for mat- 
ing a riot and taken to the 
makeshift detention centre near 
the coast here known by residents 
as Ansar II. It was the first time 
either youth had been away from 
home. 

When they got there, they say, 
they were crammed into a damp, 
chilly prison cell with about 30 
other Palestinians, ranging in age 
from 12 to 24. The food was bad, 
the mattresses dirty and die treat- 
ment by some Israeli guards, they 
contend, was harsh. The youths 
were terrified of what would hap- 
pen to them. 

While in Ansar n they learned 
many leassons. After a few weeks 
together, the prisoners staged a 
four-day hunger strike for more 
blankets and better food, and 
they got to know each other in 
the intense way that people do 
when tough circumstances bring 
them together. When they came 
out last May, they found they 
were considered heroes by their 
classmates and neighbours, 
“graduates” whose time in i 
won them respect and at 
tion. 

“The first two days I was so 
scared, but the other boys sup- 
ported me,” Samer recalled. 
“But by the time we got out, we 
were much more nationalistic 
than when we went in.” 

Those who have sought to 
analyze last month’s riots — in- 
cluding Israeli military officials. 
Western diplomats and Palesti- 
nians themselves — believe it was 


youths like these, ranging in age 
from 15 to 25, who were the 
street warriors. Tbe hard-core 
leadership in Gaza, many con- 
tend, consisted of about 150 to 
200 young men, all of them recent 
graduates of Ansar n. 

What happened to Samer and 
Diya at Ansar II has happened to 
hundreds, even thousands, of 
other Palestinian youths in recent 
years. The process of radi cassa- 
tion begins on the streets and in 
the schools, but for many it is the 
first run-in with Israeli troops and 
military justice that is the crucial 
moment that changes angry 
young men into determined 
fighters. 

“You put in stone throwers and 
they come out grenade throw- 
ers,” said Hirsh Goodman, veter- 
an military commentator of The 
Jerusalem Post. “The prison ex- 
perience is definitely something 
that doesn’t deter them. They 
come back to school wearing it 
like a badge of honour.” 

“It is a new generation of 
people born since the occupation 
began 20 years ago and they 
dominate the streets,” said 
Zufaeir Rayyes, a Gazan author 
and journalist closely identified 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. “They’re not afraid 
of the Israelis. They don’t worry 
about aircraft or missiles. They 
are very well organised and they 
have a very simple weapon — tbe 
stone.” 

Their “finishing school” is a 
collection of box-shaped gray 
buil dings and army tents located 
on a collection of sand dunes 
behind razor wire, electrical 
fences and guard towers near the* 
seashore. The army officially calls 
it the “Beach Installation”. But 
to both sides it is known by the 
nickname Ansar II. 

The original Ansar was a tem- 
porary detention facility in south- 
ern Lebanon where hundreds of 
Palestinian fighters were held 
captive (hiring the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon. Tbe mclmame resi- 
dents ray emphasise die fink- be- 
tween Gazans and their Palesti- 
nian brothers in Lebanon and 
their common enemy:” Israel. 

Ansar II is a special detention 
centre. Unlike most of the milit- 
ary prisons in foe West Bank and 
Gaza, it is operated not by 


Israers prison service, but by the 
army and its military police. 

Palestinians and their lawyers 
say conditions there are miser- 
able. Doctors at nearby Shilfa 
hospital say they receive patients 
daily from Ansar II with broken 
or bruised limbs or other injuries 
they contend were inflicted by 
prison guards. Israeli lawyer Feli- 
cia Langer has petitioned the 
Israeli Supreme Court to release 
eight of her clients on foe grounds 
that they have been tortured or 
otherwise abused at Ansar II. 

Senior anny officials have 
-pledged that Palestinian prisoners 
in West Bank prisons would re- 
ceive correct treatment in adequ- 
ate facilities, but have maintained 
public silence about conditions in 
Gaza. It was not possible to verify 
independently any of tbe charges 
of Palestinians about conditions 
at Ansar II, and foe army has not 
allowed reporters to tour tbe 
facility. But it is dear that the 
prison's reputation stirs deep 
fears in Gaza. 

Prisoners rounded up during 
foe past few weeks who were 
brought to military courts for trial 
often appeared demoralised and 
trembling, and some seemed 
dose to tears. Most of them were 
first offenders getting their first 
taste of confinement; for many, it 
was also their first contact with 
Israelis. 

But (be fear is a temporary 
phenomenon, according to some 
Ansar H graduates. “What hap- 
pens is that before someone is in 
prison, be hears about foe terri- 
ble things that happen in Ansar II 
and he is afraid,” said Hijazi 
Bar bar, who spent three days in 
the facility in October. “But after 
he goes m and sees it, the fear 
goes out of him and experience 
shows he is more willing to fight 
and do something.” 

Burbar is a 30-year-old prayer 
leader at the El Katiba mosque 
here, who wears a beard and the 
gray, flowing robe of an imam. 
He is considered to be in foe 
forefornt of foe Islamic revival 
movement, which has joined 
forces with secular Palestinian 
nationalists in recent months and 
presented a united front against 
the Israeli occupation. 

Because of his involvement, by 
his" own- count 1 he ‘has ‘beeri c 


arrested 14 times over the past 
decade and has seen the inside of 
more than six Israeli detention 
centres, including those in 
Ashkelon, Ramie and Kfar 
Yonah, and the central prison in 
Gaza. Ansar A, he says, is the 
worst. 

He, too, shared a prison cell 
with 30 to 35 inmates who slept 
on foe floor on dirty mattresses. 
Each prisoner had to share a 
mattress with one and sometimes 
two other people. ‘‘We went to 
sleep like sardines in a can, one 
right on top of foe other,” recal- 
led Burbar. 

There was no running water in 
foe cell and no toilet. Prisoners 
were given tin cans to relieve 
themselves and once each day 
were allowed to use toilet facili- 
ties outside. They were often 
required to run to and from the 
toilet, he said, and sometimes 
beaten when they did not move 
quickly enough. 

On one occasion, Burbar said, 
when prisoners refused to stand 
op for the daily count guards fired 
a tear-gas canister into the cell. 
He said he was accused of helping 
to instigate the rebellion and was 
beaten by guards and placed in a 
one-yard-sqhare isolation cell for 
four hours with his hands tied 
behind his back and his legs in 
chains. He finally was taken to a 
medical facility because of an 
injury to his leg foal be says still 
plagues him. 

Burbar said prisoners quickly 
organise themselves at Ansar H 
and develop their own leaders 
and rules. Different political 
groups — communists, followers 
of foe PLO's mam wing, Fateh, 
and supporters of the fun- 
damentalist movement, Islamic 
Jihad — have their own leaders, 
but ail work together to oppose 
foe prison administration. 

“It’s like a melting pot,” he 
said. “Someone who throws a 
stone and gets put in jail often has 
no connection with any particular 
leadership or movement. He en- 
ters jail and he becomes part of 
foe system. They teach him abonf 
culture, about politics, about re- 
lations between people, and after 
two or three months he comes out 
more of a danger to the occupa- 
tion than he was when he went 
in.” — The Washington Post. 


U.S., Soviet negotiators go for 
big prize: Strategic arms pact 


diplomats said the pressure 
the negotiators from both 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 

LONDON — With a medium- 
range missile pact now behind 
them, U.S. and Soviet nego- 
tiators sit down this week aiming 
for foe big prize; A strategic arms 
agreement which they say would 
have their long-range nuclear 
arsenals. 

The officials who resume talks 
in Geneva on Thursday are trying 
to complete the accord for U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan and 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
to sign at their next summit, 
scheduled to take place in Mos- 
cow before foe end of June. 

The deadline is not absolute, 
since Reagan and Gorbachev said 
after their last meeting in 
Washington last month they ex- 
pected to hold the summit with or 
without the strategic arms agree- 
ment. 

Butdi 
was on 

Washington and Moscow to wrap 
up a treaty in time for what is 
expected to be the last superpow- 
er summit of the Reagan pres- 
idency. Reagan steps down in a 
year’s time. 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz last week voiced optimism 
the treaty could be achieved. 
While admitting there were diffi- 
cult problems to resolve, he said: 
We have a track record of find- 
ing our way through some of 
these thickets.” 

Shultz said he and Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze planned to meet every 
month until foe summit. 

Strategic arms are those with 
which foe soprepowers can strike 
at foe heart of each other's terri- 
tory. They include land-based 
nuclear missiles of more than 
2,200-kiIoraetre range, sub- 
marine-launched missiles, and 
ong-range bombers launching 
cruise missiles and Hiroshima- 
style bombs. 

According to the London- 
based International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, the supeipow^ 
ers hold between them some’ 
25,000 strategic warheads. The 
use of just some of them could lav 
waste to much or all of foe world, 
many scientists believe. 

The Americans and Soviets- 


have been searching since 1982 
for a successor to their 1979 
SALT-2 treaty, which sought to 
put a ceiling on their strategic 
arsenals but failed to stop foe 
arms race as a result of technolo- 
gical advances. 

The Reykjavik summit of 1986 
produced a first breakthrough, 
with agreement on a limit of 
6,000 warheads per side con- 
tained on no more than 1,600 
“launchers” — missiles or bom- 
bers. 

But a major stumbling block 
since foe Geneva talks entered 
their present phase in 1985 has 
been Moscow's refusal to sign a 
strategic pact without curbs on 
the U.S. “Star Wars” space de- 
fence programme. 

Reagan has refused to back 
down on the project, a futuristic 


system of beams and projectiles 
to shoot down incoming missiles, 
and rejects Soviet arguments that 
it would violate foe 1972 U.S.- 
soviet anti-ballistic missile 
(ABM) treaty. 

A joint statement on the 
Washington summit called for an 
agreement that would allow re- 
search, deployment and testing 
“permitted by the ABM treaty” 
of defensive devices, but did not 
mention that there was no agree- 
ment on what the treaty permits. 

Reagan said after tbe summit, 
at which he and Gorbachev 
signed an historic treaty abo- 
lishing their medium-range mis- 
siles, that Moscow was no longer 
linking a strategic arms accord 
with Star Wars restrictions. 

But U.S. officials have since 
been more cautious, and Gor- 


bachev has denied that he has 
changed his stance. 

“The Russians have down- 
played foe link, but we assume 
it’s still there,” a U.S. diplomat 
said last week. 

A U.S.-Soviet group negotiat- 
ing on space defences alongside 
foe strategic arms group is ex- 
pected to’ seek a compromise on 
the ABM treaty, including how 
long foe two sides would promise 
to adhere to it. Moscow has 
proposed 10 years and Washing- 
ton until the end of 1994. 

On strategic arms, the 
Washington summit marked a 
step forward by agreeing that the 
combined total of each side’s 
land-and submarine-based mis- 
siles warheads should be 4,900, 
within foe overall ceiling of 6,000. 

Still to be decided is the diffi- 
cult issue of separate limits for 
foe two kinds of missiles. The 
Soviet strategic force is largely 
land-based, while the United 
States relies heavily on sub- 
marines. 
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World inaction, for how long? 

To the Editor 

THE Israeli leaders, and world leaders for that matter, are sadly 
mistaken to view the ongoing Palestinian protests in the West Bank 
and Gaza as just another spasm of demonstrations which will die 
down soon. Twenty years of life under oppression and foe worst 
forms of containment have turned the Palestinian people in the 
occupied territories into a massive force to be reckoned with. The 
Palestinian spirit and longing for freedom cannot be stifled with the 
biggest of Israeli bullets or nerve-gas cannisters. The realisation 
that life under occupation means life in limbo with nothing to look 
forward to and nothing to lose is the very weapon that strengthens 
the Palestinians, six-year-olds and 16-year-olds alike. It is only 
because they cannot lay their hands on anything else that the 
Palestinians are using stones and burning tyres against foe Israelis. 
A new Palestinian generation has reached maturity and no force, 
how strong it might be, stands any chance to block its advance. This 
is foe message that the anti-occupation protests send to the outside 
world. The five-year todler from Khan Younis who wields a stone 
m search of an Israeli target is sending an unmistakable signal: The 
international community cannot do anything about me and my 
people's plight but I can and 1 don't rare if it means death. 

Western media reports from the occupied territories paint a 
picture of the Palestinians resuming protests as reactions to given 
incidents while the reality that the uprising has now become an 
ongoing process, whether in the remotest corner of the Gaza Strip 
or at foe northern end of foe West Bank, and a showdown will come 
today, tomorrow or the next week or month. As every day passes, 
more and more Palestinians are falling victim to Israeli bullets and 
gas cannisters but the intensity of the protests is only increasing. 
And by the time foe final showdown comes, many more would have 
joined their brothers and sisters m death and foe world at large 
would be at a loss to answer the families v/hich lost their loved ones. 
How long will the international community chose to remain 
inactive? U.N. resolutions and condemnations are welcome but 
they are definitely not the answer. Definite world action against a 
tyrannical power which accepts no known norms cf behaviour and 
believes only in muscles and bullets is the call of the day. if the 
international community continues to opt for inaction and state- 
ments of condemnation, the day will come when it will find it hard 
to explain its silence. The Palestinian revolt is indeed a question to 
the world conscience; but whether the world acts or not, we have 
yet to see the worst. 

It is strange that the political leaderships around the world 
appear to think that a strict diplomatic approach to Israel would 
provide a solution to foe problem while it is only too evident that 
the Jewish state has ho other design than expansionist, and will only 
refuse to accept a solution based on justice for the Palestinian 
people. If anything, foe Israeli leaders are taking full advantage of 
the Palestinian rebellion to jail as many nationalist leaders as 
possible and are wasting no opportunity to order tbe occupation 
soldiers to open fire and kill as many as possible. No doubt, they 
believe that their “iron-fist" policy will not only eliminate all voices 
of dissent but also encourage a good part of the rest of the 
oppressed Palestinians to pack their scanty belongings and leave 
their homeland to make room for Jews. 

The main question that confronts the man on the street who is 
not familiar with the intricacies of diplomacy and political consid- 
erations is: “Is there nothing that tbe powerful leaders of nations 
who thump their chests to emphasise their records of respect for 
human rights could do to end the plight of the Palestinians? Is there 
nothing they could do to confront Israel with no diplomatic disguise 
and ask straight questions — do you want peace or not? Or do you 
want to continue to chalk new records in killing Palestinians?” 
Perhaps these questions are very naive, unfitting for foe given 
situation in Palestine today and foe political iabiynth that shrouds 
the core issue. But these questions have to be asked and answered. 
However, do we have world leadeis courageous enough to pull up 
Israel and thus incur the almighty Zionist wrath as it is happening to 
Austria’s Kurt Waldheim today? As long as no nation has the 
courage to tear away foe political veil thrown around the 
Palestinian problem and decides to treat foe people of Palestine as a 
people which seeks liberation from oppressors, it is a shame on the 
international community that it watched in- silence with folded 
hands and witnessed the slaughter of a people. History will record 
the fag end of the 20th century as a period when the world produced 
no-one who believed in the concept that “it is indeed a sin ro 
commit injustice, but it is a sin beyond description to watch in 
silence and witness an injustice being committed.” 

'Inad Khairallah 
Amman 
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The first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is avaOafete 

Open daily 12:(XP3:J0 
p.m. 

6:30‘Midnieht 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takm away anttabla 

Open daily 12:00 - 13-30 
13:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
■ Bridge 
Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30- Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOUR1SMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away sarvica 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilsh Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


. EVERY 
DAY- 
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SERVICES. 
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P.O.Box 025229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 




The Ideal Residence for_ 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


lh\i;»TEIj E© ||-~<|I|I2 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL - Fax 602434 
Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apaitihentST 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 
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|\ Khalifi’s film portrays Palestinian heritage, traditions 

% The Wedding of Galilee: A critical look at a unique relationship 



Khalifi directs a young actor 



The bride feds the traditional blessings of the sword 


By JLamis L Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AFTER more than 41 years of 
the creation of the Jewish state in 
the land of Palestine, Arabs, who 
have remained in their homeland, 
still perceive Israel an occupying 


power. On the other hand the 
Israelis, despite their power and 
attempts to confiscate the Palesti- 
nian heritage, still feel alien as 
Palestinians strongly hold on to 
their traditions and lands. 

This is the main theme of the 
Palestinian film “The Wedding of 
Galilee,' 7 which was the first 
Palestinian movie to win prizes at 
rwo European festivals. The 
Wedding of Galilee won the cri- 
tics award and the first prize of 
the Canne and San Sebastian film 
festivals respectively. 

But the movie is most disting- 
uished for. its theme and style. 
The most salient feature of the 
whole production is that it pre- 
sents a rare glimpse of the rela- 
tionship between the Palestinians 
inside the Jewish state and the 
Israeli system. 


The fact that the film director is 
an Israeli Arab who was born 
following the establishment of the 
Jewish state seems to give the 
plot more authenticity. “It is the 
first long film produced by the 
Palestinians from occupied Pales- 
tine of 1948,” Jordanian movie 
critic Adrian Madanat said. “This 
makes it very special particularly, 
because it expresses, for the first 
time, (the Palestinian) suffering 
under occupation through then- 
own voice and their own insigh t," 
Mr. Madanat wrote in a special 
study on the movie published in 
die monthly A1 Jeel magazine. 

In general Arab and Western 
critics consider Mr. Michel Khali- 
fi, the film director, “a talented 
and distingnished director, 7 ’ but it 
was his last movie which earned 
him international recognition and 
sparked a serious debate among 
Palestinian and Arab intellec- 
tuals. Mr. Madanat, who de- 
scribed Mr. Khalifi as a director 
with deep insight and ud tradition- 
al style, said that his recent movie 
proved “his distinction.” 

“This movie is distinguished on 


tiie artistic and intellectual levels, 
it is just a magnificent, extremely 
sensitive and deep work of art," 
Mr. Madanat maintained. 

Both the plot and the theme of 
the movie are very sensitive and 
highly controversial. But it was 
Knahfi’s amazingly blunt and dar- 
ing presentation which made the 
movie extremely unique and spe- 
cial. 

The stoiy starts when a chief- 
tain (mukntar) of a village in 
north Galilee goes to the Israeli 
military governor of the area to 
ask for permission to hold a 
wedding party for his son. He- 
needs such a permission since the 
village is under a curfew as the 
Israeli authorities view its inhabi- 
tants to be “trouble makers. 71 
The military governor at first 
refuses but then agrees provided 
he and his aides were invited to 
the wedding. The mukhtar also 
agreed but stipulated that the 
Israeli officers should attend the 
one day wedding until its very 
end. 

When the mukhtar goes back 
to his village he faces a difficult 
situation and tries to convince his 
family and friends of the arrange- 
ment reached with the Israeli 
governor. 

The villagers become divided 
into three groups. The first sup- 
ports the arrangement in order to 
bold the wedding. “Life has to 
continue despite the presence of 
the military and the authority's 
laws,” a nephew of the mukhtar 
says. 

The mukhtar’s younger 
brother, however, believes that 
the arrangement is humiliating 
and rejects it. “How can we 
accept, such a thine while the 
blood of our martyrs has not even 
dried yet ...there is no happiness 
without dimity and there is no 
dignity as Jong as. the occupation 
army is over our heads,” the 
unde pledges. 

A group of young men who 
overhear the uncles’ angry words 
decide to take a step further by 
planning to assassinate the milit- 
ary governor and his aides during 
the wedding. 

Nevertheless the mukhtar, who 
was suspicious though unaware of • 
.the young men's scheme, {no- ■■ 
ceeds with the wedding prepara- 
tions. The preparations them- 
selves become a portrayal of the 
Palestinian traditions which Mr. 
Khalifi presents with a great deal 
of romance while at the same 


time avoiding any nationalist 

chau vinism 

According to Mr. Madanat the 
director successfully portrays a 
mosaic of Palestinian life and 
traditions. “Michel has drawn a 
mosaic of the Pales tinian fife in 
all its dimensions and its details, 
he has drawn a painting which 
depicts the Palestinian life under 
occupation.” 

What we actually see is a peo- 
ple proud of their heritage and 
angty at the occupation. The feel- 
ings of anger and frustration are 
expressed m the people’s commit- 
ments to their heritage as well as 
their direct rejection of an alien 
rule through songs which become 
part of the folklore. 

“We prefer the stabs of daggers 
to the rule of bastards,” sings a 
woman in the night before the 
wedding day. Her voice is soon 
silenced by the orders and the 
bullets shot in the air by the 
Israeli soldiers sunrounding the 
- village. Such songs of defiance 
are always heard during wed- 
dings. In fact many reports in the 
Israeli press have described how 
Arab weddings often transform 
into national demonstrations. 

This land is our homeland ... so 
what does (right wing leader of 
the Israeli Kach movement Meir) 
Kahaneb mean when he talks 
about the homeland ... we ask 
(leader of the Israeli Labour Par- 
ty Shimon) Peres to answer to 
that," sing the men during the 
wedding to the hearing of an 
irritated Israeli military governor. 
The wedding is held with all of 
the festivities that characterise 
such celebrations in Palestinian 
villages. 

However, the heavy presence 
of the Israeli soldiers and the 
military governor creates a tense 
and uneasy atmosphere. Mean- 
while villagers, some by midday, 
are already drunk and do not 
hesitate to show their disdain and 
anger at the Israeli soldiers and 
die governor himself. In fact they 
enjoy making moves which could 
alert or scare the Israelis present. 

At around midday they start 
circulating a covered, suspicious- 
ly-looking basket to the extreme 
discomfort of the Israeli governor 
-wbo-watches very carefully. After 
a few minutes of unnerving the 
Israelis a man removes the cover 
to take out a flute and begins 
playing amidst an outburst of 
laughter at the Israelis fears. 

During the celebrations the 


Rapid growth of data-bank not 
a universal trend outside America 


By Ralf Gunther Mnnebow 

IN 1957 the Soviets launched 
Sputnik into orbit It sent out 
signals which were unintelligible 
to eavesdroppers. 

The Americans spent $20m and 
six months work on deciphering 
the code. 

Only later did the Americans 
realise -they could have saved 
themselves both the time and the 
money. Data about the Soviet 
code was in an American uni- 
versity library. But not one re- 
searcher on the decoding team 
thought of looking for the in- 
formation there. 

Today, this sort of experience 
is believed to be the driving force 
behind. the developing of data 
bank systems. 

As a result of this, according to 
IGE — the German Economics 
. Institute — 30 years after Sput- 
nik, there are 3,400 databanks 
accessible to the public around 
the world. 

Libraries all over the world are 
now faced with a dangerous new 
rival. For data banks are in reality 
archives/ Though admittedly 
stored in computers, which elec- 
tronically stores, distributes and 
keeps on call data. 

Tne data is collected from 
different -fields by 530 private 
computing centres called Hosts. 
Whoever wants data receives an 
access, code word. His computer 
then receives the data over the 
telecommunications net. The 
post office sends the bill after- 
wards ..... 

The advantages of data banks 
over libraries is obvious. The user 
can receive printed information 
withm .seconds without, having to . 
leave his desk. ; 

Asd-the system -functions opti- 
of whether in- 
formations is .required on ex- 
chaiWj-tr^ in New York, short 
from London or 
spetiafi$t;$$5ays and reports. on 
wnnari a^eiprises, markets or 


When one takes into account 
bow many hours are lost looking 
for information in libraries, one 
would expect to see a boom in the 
use of data banks. 

Surprisingly it’s not the case. 
The concept is still alien to many 
medium sued Central European 
and Japanese firms. Whereas in 
America it has long since been 
routine. 

The Institute of Economics 


The Americans lead 
the data bank market 
with 75 per cent of the 
turnover. They are fol- 
lowed by Britain, with 10 
per cent. The Japanese 
and Swiss each have 
three per cent and the 
Germans and the French 
each only two per cent. 


estimates that the Hosts will have 
made a turnover of DM4.3b by 
1987. Which is not much when 
one takes into account that ten 
rimes t hat amount is spent on all 
Specialist information when one 
takes into account the combined 
cost, of electronically stored or 
printed data.. 

The Americans lead the data 
bank market with 75 per cent of 
the turnover. They are followed 
by Britain, with 10 per cent. The 
Japanese and Swiss each have 
three per cent and the Germans 
and the French each only two per 
cent. 

Chemical enterprises in Ger- 
many, which are also front run- 
ners in international markets, 
lead in the domestic market with 
33 per cent in the use of . data 
ihfonnatfon. According to IGE, 


public institutions such as univer- 
sities or associations use 31 per 
cent and the electronics industry 
makes op 14 per cent. Other 
service industries make up 12 per 
cent 

A market study commissioned 
in 1986 by the Economic Affairs 
Ministry in Bonn from the 
Munich based Ifo-Institute, 
found that there was tittle use 
being made of external data 
banks. 

This finding is not new. 
Already in the early 80s, the 
German government set out its 
specialist information programme 
to reinforce the promotion of en- 
terprise, so that steadily increas- 
ing mass information could be 
dealt with by electronically. 

Bonn spent DM939m between 
1985 and 1988. The Federal Re- 
search Ministry estimates that ab- 
out 20 per cent is being spent on 
setting up data banks. 

Entrepreneurs from even states 
like Lower Saxony are profitting 
from such developments. Lothar 
Schaar is a good example. He is 
tiie commercial head of the EZN 
.in Hanover, a Lower Saxony re- 
search centre. Apart from re- 
search promotion, his specialists 
offer an information service to 
those who afford their own com- 
puters. 

The team of experts has been 
receiving subsidies since it got 
together in 1981. Originally the 
Lower Saxony Economics Mnris- 
' try gave the subsidy, but this was 
taken over at the start of this year 
by the federal government With- 
out these subsidies neither- the 
research nor die data services 
could remain viable. 

Since 1986 the number of in- 
formation brokers has increased 
from 175 to 250 in West Ger- 
many. Fifty of them are commer- 
cial. Nearly all of them, need 
public subsidies. In tiie USA 
there are about million. 

There arc many reasons for this 
lack of impetus in die German 
market, and they are to be found 


on both the supply and demand 
side. 

One tiring is certain. There are 
too few data banks supporting the 
German economy. Tne Ifb-msti- 
tute has ascertained that particu- 
larly branch and overall economic 
information has not been electro- 
nically stored. 

Managers need precisely such 
information in order to be able to 
introduce new products to the 
market Since the middle of 1985, 
and not least because of support 
from Bonn, this gap is being 
closed. 

The main problem for suppliers 
and brokers are the medium sized 
firms, to whom one otherwise 
attributes mnovationary enthu- 
siasm. 1.7 out of 1.9 million en- 
trepreneurs do not know how to get 
access to data banks. The fro- 
institute believes that traditional 
ways of gathering information are 
the culprit. 

Such firms place a lot of value 
on contact of it’s representatives 
with customers. As. a result, trade 
fans are highly thought pf. 

The documentation m such 
firms is usually miserable. Instead 
of improving the market position 
by airing on empirical informa- 
tion, they usually act on the 
boss’s instinct. 

Experts believe that profes- 
sional brokers who do research 
and reports for other firms can 
look ahead to rosy times. It 
would appear that a new profes- 
sion is making ground m the 
service industry landscape. 

But experts warn that the com- : 
pnter language and service prob- 
lems, which additionally hand- 
icaps acceptance of data banks, 
will partly be solved in the 
coming ten years. 


People will not find the pros- 
pect of themselves making use of 
computers so off putting. Furth- 
ermore, sooner or later even 
medium-sized firms wifi need 
computers for drawing up state- 
ments or doing the books — 
Hannoverscfac Aflgemeinc. 


militant young men set out to 
prepare for their operation by 
using hand-made grenades 
(molotovs). Their movements, 
however, alert the Israeli soldiers 
but the rejectionist unde discov- 
ers the plot just in-time to stop it 
and remove the evidence. 

By the end of the wedding the 
Israeli soldiers storm the village 
and start a house to house search 

for the boys bat to no avail. 
Finally when die military gov- 
ernor leaves, the villagers again 
show their disdain and contempt. 

The aborted scheme to assas- 
sinate the military governor has 
drawn criticism to the film by 
some Palestinian and Arab wri- 
ters who viewed it as a direct 
condemnation of armed struggle. 
“It showed the futility of the 
armed struggle," a Palestinian 
writer who asked not to be named 
told the Jordan Times. 

Other critics disagree and say 
that Mr. Khalifi was not conde- 
mning aimed struggle but only 
poorly planned military opera- 
tions against the Israelis. Mr. 
Khalifi says that very clearly in 
the movie. “I am not against 
killin g the militaiy governor, but 
to what price? What is the use of 
starting a massacre in which many 
of our people will die?" the rejec- 
tionist uncle says to himself after 
managing to stop the young men 
from carrying tneir plan. 

Despite the film projection of 
the daily hostility and contradic- 
tions between tiie Palestinians 
and the Israeli authorities it yet 
contains a call for a peaceful 
co-existence without abandoning 
the Palestinian rights and without 
a superior and a racist Israeli 
military rule. 

This message was conveyed in 
more than one scene, but perhaps 
the two most expressive ones are 
the following: 

The first when the teenage 
sister of the bridegroom chal- 
lenges an Israeli soldier to dance. 
“But you cannot dance with us 
with your military uniform on. 77 

The second scene was when an 
Israeli woman soldier faints from 
the heat and the Palestinian 
women take her inside one of the 
houses. When she wakes up they 
give her a traditional Palestinian 
costume to change into. Once she 
gets rid of her military uniform 
the atmosphere of hostility and 
contradictions disappears to be 
replaced by complete harmony 
and affection. The Arab women 


look with warmth and admiration 
at the Israeli soldier in the 
Palestinian dress. 

These scenes reflect an en- 
dorsement of a Palestinian secu- 
lar state where Jews and Arabs 
could live in equality and justice. 
Whatever the political insight be- 
hind these scenes, they reflected 
beyond doubt how the director 
has transcended beyond racial 
and religious discriminations to 
promote a humanitarian solution. 

The tendency characterises 
most, if not all. the works of 
Palestinian poets, novelists and 
artists who live inside Israel. 

Besides its political arguments 
the film presented very con- 
troversial soda! concepts and 
problems. Despite its beautiful 
portrayal of the Palestinian tradi- 
tions, the director strongly con- 
demns some of the traditions 
which in his view have impeded 
the social and national struggle. 
Hie enslavement to traditions are 
clear in the character of the 
mukhtar who at times becomes 
weak as bis main concern is to 
satisfy the community's expecta- 
tions of himself and his family. 

The mukhtar's enslavement to 
old traditions affect his son the 
most. The son resents his father's 
commitment to “meaningless 
traditions" but finds himself too 
weak to confront the old man. As 
a result his anger and frustration 
at his father’s approval to invite 
the Israeli military governor to 



Hie wedding in procession 

the wedding transforms into sex- 
ual impotence on his wedding 
night. The son is caught between 
his humiliation that his wedding 
was held under Israeli guns and 
the social pressure to prove his 
manhood on the wedding night as 
the tradition warrants that the 
bridegroom shows the stains of 
his bride's blood after deflower- 
ing her. 

The bride finally takes the in- 
itiative, to end her husband's 
agony, by deflowering herself by 
her own hand. 

At this point Mr. Khalifi ex- 
presses his strongest condemna- 
tion of the association between 
virginity and honour in the Arab 
heritage. 

“If you want to preserve the 
dignity of everybody I shall de- 
flower myself and end my virgin- 
ity with my own hand ... but if 
virginity is the symbol of the girl’s 
honour ... what is the symbol of 
the man's honour? the bride asks 
defiantly before she pierces her 
hymen with her finger. 


The scene of the wedding 
night, which i< shown in dcidls 
unprecedented in Palestinian and 
Arab movies, was shocking to 
many writers and critics who 
thought it was still premature to 
present such details to a relatively 
conservative audience. Other cri- 
tics argued that such shocking 
and daring scenes were needed to 
maintain" the strength of the 
movie. 

Critics, however, do not expect 
the film to be a commercial suc- 
cess in the Arab world despite its 
international awards. The film 
has not been presented by movie 
theatres in Jordan but the' Jordan 
Cine Club has already made a 
number of screenings of the The 
Wedding of Galilee which has 
attracted the attention of the 
Jordanian audience. 

“There is no doubt that The 
Wedding of Galilee is an extra- 
ordinary movie that can he para- 
lleled by very few Arab movies in 
the history of Arab film industry" 
concluded Mr. Madanat. 



Three generation in the shadow of an ancient free 


National Geographic marks centenniaS 


By Christopher Connell 

The Associated* Press 

WASHINGTON — One hun- 
dred years ago, 33 men gathered 
in the Cosmos Gub near the 
White House to map plans for 
“organising a society for the in- 
crease ana diffusion of geog- 
raphical knowledge." 

This Wednesday, the heirs to 
i that tradition are tiirowing a 
birthday party to marie the 100th 
i anniversary of an organisation 
j that has grown into the world’s 
largest scientific and educational 
membership organisation: The 
National Geographic Society. 

Gilbert M. Grosvenor, the 
president and chairman of the 
lOJ-million-member society, will 
use the occasion to announce “a 
cen tennial gift to the nation. " It is 
expected to take the form of an 
expansion of the $4 million-a- 
year drive the non-profit society 
launched in 1985 to combat geog- 
raphic illiteracy. 

If the society itself has grown 
and prospered in a dazzling array 
of media — from the pages of 
National Geographic Magazine 
to the profusion of maps from its 
own staff of cartographers to 
award-winning television specials 
on the earth’s wonders to the 
nearly 8 million books and other 
publications it sells each year — 
geography itself has Men on 
hard times in America’s schools. 

“We must share the blame for 
not having been more effective in 
promoting geographic education 
m the past, said Wilber £■ Gar- 
rett, editor of National Geog- 
raphic, in the first issue of fas 
magazine’s centennial year. Bnt 
he adds, “that has changed.” 
The society today is a massive 
enterprise with revenues of $350 
million a year, several thousand 
employees and a complex of 
biril dings in downtown Washing- 
ton that span a city block. 

When President Ronald 
Reagan arrived in June 1984 to 
dedicate the newest addition to 
this complex, a Maya temple-like 
glass edifice, he quipped, “I guess 
you have trouble storing your old 
national geographies, too.” 

The society will also unveil a 


new exhibit in its explorers hall 
this Wednesday, and in October 
will replace the world’s largest, 
free-standing globe in that hall 
with a new one. The current 
version measures 11 feet from 
pole to pole and 34.5 feet aronnd 
at the equator. 

The society’s committee for re- 
search and exploration, which 
spends $5 million a year on scien- 
tific research, will sponsor a four- 
day symposium in late January on 
“Earth '88: Changing geographic 
perspectives." 

The yellow-boidered magazine 
for decades avoided politics and 
controversy except for the ones 
that raged over the pictures of 
bare-breasted natives from dis- 
tant dimes that showed up 
periodically in its pages. 

Its ruling philosophy was once 
that “only what is of a kindly 
nature is printed about any coun- 
try or people, everything un- 
pleasant or unduly critical being 
avoided." That policy explains an 
uncritical article on Nazi Ger- 
many in the late 1930s and the I 
magazine's looking the other way 
for years on segregation and ra- 
dal problems in the United 
States. 

But that changed in the 1970s 
under Grosvenor, great-grandson 
of Alexander Graham Bell, the 
telephone inventor and the sode- 
ty's second president. 

In recent years the magazine 
has expanded its reach into such 
issues as chemical pollution, add 
rain and nuclear power, and writ- 
ten frankly about New York’s 
impoverished black community fa 
Harlem as well as the racial prob- 
lems of South Africa. 

Among the 3,300 sdentific re- 
search projects, explorations and 
adventures in which the soriety 
had a hand were: Robert h. 
Peary’s 1909 trek to the North 
Pole; Richard E. Byrd’s first 
flight over the South Pole in 1929; 
Jacques- Yves Cousteau's under- 
water explorations in the 1950s 
and 1960s; Jane Goodall’s studies 
of wild chimpanzees: Dian Pas- 
sey’s work with mountain gorillas 
in Rwanda; the Leakeys' discov- 
ery of prehistoric man’s fossils in 
Africa; and recent explorations of 
the Titanic. 


Those who husband every copy 
of the National Geographic — 
and, like Reagan, wonder where 
to put them all — may want to 


find space on their bookshelves 
for C.D.B. Biyan's lavishly illus- 


trated history, “Tiie National 
Geographic Society: 100 years of 
adventure and discovery.” 

Bryan spent a year at the socie- 
ty’s headquarters rummaging 
through its archives. 
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China reportedly ready to join games, enter ‘as many events as possible ’ 

Soviet Union confirms Olympic participation 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The Soviet Union will 
attend the 1988 Summer Olympic Games in Seoul, 
the official news agency TASS reported on Monday, 
TASS said a meeting of the Olympiad was at Montreal in 


Soviet Olympic Committee had 
voted to accept the invitation of 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC). 

TASS said the committee made 
the decision “guided by the 
Olympic ideals and the interests 
of strengthening the unity of the 
international Olympic move- 
ment,'' and because of the games' 
role in fostering peace and inter- 
national understanding. 

AH Soviet Bloc nations, except 
Romania, boycotted the 1984 
Olympic Gaines in Los Angeles, 
claiming they were given insuffi- 
cient security guarantees for their 
athletes. 

That boycott was widely seen 
as Soviet retaliation for the deci- 
sion by the United States and 65 
other countries to stay away from 
the 1980 Olympics in Moscow to 
protest the Kremlin's military 
drive into Afghanistan the pre- 
vious year. 

The last time Soviet and Amer- 
ican athletes took the field 
against one another at a summer 


1976. 

At those games, the Soviets won 
125 medals, more than any other 
country, including 49 gold med- 
als. U.S. athletes took 94 medals, 
of which 35 were for first place. 

After 1980, sujjerpower sports 
competition continued at other 
international events, including 
the Goodwill Games in Moscow 
in 1986. 

A Kremlin boycott of the Seoul 
Games had once been considered 
possible because of disputes be- 
tween North and South Korea, 
which has no diplomatic ties with 
Moscow and its allies. 

North Korea demanded in 1985 
that it be made a co-host of the 
games. The International Olym- 
pic Committee (IOC) offered to 
let it stage five events, but North 
Korea has insisted on hosting not 
less than half of the games. 

Although the Soviet Olympic 
committee, which met in plenary 
session in Moscow, indicated sup- 
port for North Korea's stand, it 
did not make Soviet attendance 


at the games conditional on the 
acceptance of its ally's demands. 

The Soviet committee “sup- 
ports the proposal by the NOC 
(National Olympic Committee) 
of the Democratic People’s Re- 
public of Korea for holding the 
Olympic Games in the North and 
South of Korea, which would. 


149 countries 
Sled for 
participation 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) 
— Four more countries, includ- 
ing Soviet-allied Mongolia, have 
notified the International Olym- 
pic Committee (IOC) that they 
will send teams to the Seoul 
Olympics, an IOC spokeswoman 
said Monday. The latest addi- 
tions — the three others are 
Algeria, Bhutan, and Antigua — 
raises to 149 the number of 
national Olympic committees 
which have announced participa- 
tion. five Soviet bloc countries 
have already notified the Lausan- 
ne-based IOC that they wifi take 
part in the Seoul Games. 


undoubtedly, correspond to the 
spirit of the Olympic charter,*' 
TASS said. 

Czechoslovakia and China are 
among the 17 Olympic commit- 
tees that have yet to reply formal- 
ly to the IOC invitation. They arc 
due to announce their decision 
Jan. 15, two days before the 
deadline set by the IOC. 

The number of participating 
countries already exceeds the re- 
cords set at Los Angeles in 1984, 
when 140 Olympic committees 
were entered despite a Soviet-led 
boycott. 

Theoretically, countries which 
have accepted can still pull out 
without risking sanctions. An 
IOC meeting during the Calgary 
Winter Olympics next month is to 
discuss what measures could be 
taken in such a case. 

China has deckled to take part 
in the Seoul Olympic Games and 
its athletes are already preparing 
for the competition, Chinese 
sources said on Monday. 

Peking is expected to also call 
for North Korea to be allowed to 
host several Olympic events when 
It officially confirms its participa- 
tion this week. Western diplo- 
mats said. 


“It would only be a gesture to 
save North Korean feelings,” a 
diplomat commented. China has 
had dose ties with North Korea 
since the Korean war and does 
not recognise the Seoul govern- 
ment. 

Two Soviet allies, Hungary and 
East Germany, confirmed last 
month they would take part in the 
summer games, calming fears of a 
possible Communist boycott 
North Korea threatened to lead 
unless it was allowed to co-host 
The games. 


Hong Kong's usually well-in- 
formed ' 


Wen Wei Po newspaper 
on Sunday quoted sources as 
saying China would send a larger 
squad to Seoul than to the 1984 
games, and would enter “as many 
events as possible.” 

China, which is due to host the 
1990 Asian Games, has a “more 
than 90 per cent chance” of being 
selected to host the Olympics in 
the year 2000, a separate report 
in Hong Kong’s Ming Pao news- 
paper said Sunday. 

The newspaper said an IOC 
delegation had visited China’s 
national games late last year and 
described the country’s facilities 
as up to Olympic standards. 
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Pts 

GF 
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Philadelphia Flyers 

20 

17 

6 

46 

148 

156 

Washington Capitals 

20 

18 

5 

45 

145 

135 

New Jersey Denis 

20 

18 

5 

45 

146 

155 

New York Islanders 

20 

16 

4 

44 

158 

141 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

16 

19 

8 

40 

163 

171 

New York Rangers 

17 

21 

5 

39 

170 

165 


Adams Division 




Boston Benins 

25 

14 

5 

55 

163 

138 

Montreal Canadiens 

22 

11 

10 

54 

158 

132 

Buffalo Sabres 

18 

17 

7 

43 

138 

164 

Hartford Whalers 

15 

18 

7 

37 

121 

133 

Quebec Nonfiqnes 

17 

20 

2 

36 

139 

144 


Norris DivisiOD 




Detroit Red Wings 

20 

16 

5 

45 

166 

139 

St. Louis Bines 

16 

21 

5 

37 

138 

152 

Chicago Black Hawks 

17 

23 

2 

36 

155 

178 

Toronto Marie Leafs 

14. 

22 

6 

34 

157 

172 

Minnesota North Stars 13 

23 

7 

33 

142 

181 


Smytbe Division 




Calgary Flames 

27 

12 

4 

58 

215 

155 

Edmonton Oilers 

25 

13 

5 

55 

196 

142 

Winnipeg Jets 

17 

18 

5 

39 

147 

156 

Vancouver Canucks 

14 

23 

6 

34 

139 

156 

Los Angeles Kings 

13 

26 

5 

31 

161 

204 


Accident-hit champ ready for Calgary 


SCHLDERSEE (INP) — Last 
spring the career of German skier 
Marinis Wasmeier (24) appeared 
to be over: A serious fall during a 
World Cup race at Furano/Japan, 
as a result of which he broke two 
tones in his chest, meant that the 
blond Bavarian had to wear a 
plaster corset for three weeks. He 
was in fact, lucky he did not need 
a wheelchair. However, Was- 
meier did not consider retiring for 
a single minute, quite on the 
contrary: The 1984 world cham- 
pion in the gian t slalom trained 
during the summer months har- 
der than ever before — and in 
fact, fell several times daring 
daring practice races in New Zea- 
land and in the local Alps. 
However, the greatest rival of 
Swiss world champion Pirmin 
Zurbriggen, maintains that all 
this only strengthened his self- 
confidence and his ambition: “I 
never want to have to accuse 
myself at a later stage that I didn't 
try everything in order to be top 
fit for Calgary.” Apart from the 
Winter Olympics in Calgary, 
where he is reckoned to be in 
with a chance for a medal, Was- 
meier is also intent to doing well 
in the World Cup, the “sonny 
boy” from Upper Bavaria intends 
finishin£ up “at least!* 



The ex-world star from Bavaria Markus Wasmeier (Photo: INP) 


Calgary games’ success seems assured with King in charge 


CALGARY, Alberta (R) — 
Frank King does not regard him- 
self a gambling man. 

But wager a milli on dollars 
against tne success of next 
month’s Winter Olympics, and 
die organising committee chair- 


man’s eyes might just light ug. 


For seven-figure bets are 
only kind King is used to and the 
suave 55-year-old has an impress- 
ive record of success. 


In 1979, he raced a rival in the 
Boston Marathon fora $1 million 
business bet 

Then senior vice president of 
an oil and gas company, King 
finished 5,224th — sufficient to 
beat his opponent and enable his 
firm to collect. 

Critics might argue the bet was 
an unnecessarily flamboyant ges- 
ture bordering on the irres- 
ponsible. 

But it takes five minutes in the 
company of the self-made mil- 
lionaire to realise everything 
King does is calculated. Little is 
left to chance. 


take reasoned risks rather than 
wild ones.” 

A succession of “reasoned 
risks” have carried King along a 
path of fame and fortune. Tne 
son of a high school principal. 
King has a proven track record. 

Little wonder some see his 
association with the winter 
games, which open on February 
13, as a cast-iron guarantee of 
success. 

Until the start of last year, 
King's position on the oi 


jreamang 

committee was purely voluntary. 
But from January I, 1987 he 


“I’m not a high risk taker,” 
King told Reuters in an interview 


in his modest office located at the 
“I'm risk orientated §ot? like to 


became the boss and began draw- 
ing a $115,000 salaiy. 

His devotion to the Olympics 
throughout the organising cam- 
paign has been total to the point 
of obsessive. 

“It's as if he's on a mission 
from God," one organising com- 
mittee member was quoted as 
saying recently. 

King objects to such descrip- 
tions. “I'd say it was more single- 
minded dedication,” he said. 

“It’s certainly been a labour of 
love but you can’t stay with it for 
as Jong as I have without a strong 
feeling for the project.” 

King is the perfect front man 
for the organising committee. He 


is channing, articulate, always 
impeccably presented and boasts 
other essential public relations 
skills honed by years in private 
sector industry. 

More significantly, he appears 
blessed with the Midas touch. 

“I’ve never had a serious fai- 
lure,” he said. “I’ve certainly had 
a lack of success bid I think that’s 
part of w inning . You have to 
experience the opposite of win- 
ning to appreciate success and to 
know how to succeed. 

“It’s all part of risk taking 
which I’ve learned to do reason- 
ably well over the years.* 


Born in nearby Red cliff. Kin; 


duated from the University 
berta with a chemical engineer- 
ing degree in 1959. 

His rather died when King was 
12, forcing him to take a string of 
part-time jobs to pay his way 
through college. 

The first few years after leaving 
university were tough for King. 
“I spent a lot of time oq the road 
then, sleeping in the back seat of 
my car and eating peanut butter 
and banana sandwiches,” he said. 

Then in 1974 a university friend 


asked him to join his emergingoil 
rto Re- 


and gas company, Turt 
sources. King was installed as 


senior-vice president with stock 
options and a seat on the board. 
It was the break he had been 
seeking. 

Over the next six years King 
established himself as one of the 
region's leading oil men. But he 
did not allow his rapidly accumu- 
lating wealth to dull ms shrewd 
business mind. 

He bought Turbo's Research 
and Development Division and 
converted it into his personal 
company, Amerigo Interna- 
tional. 

When Turbo crashed in the ofl 
slump of the early 1980s, King 
escaped unscathed. Another 
“reasoned risk" had paid rich 
dividends. 

King left Turbo in 1982, just 
months after a night in Baden- 
Baden, West Germany, dramati- 
cally changed his life. That was 
when Calgary was awarded the 
winter Olympics. 

King describes the Internation- 
al Olympic Committee (IOC) de- 
cision as “one of the most 
monumental” in his life.’ 

Asked what has given him most 
pleasure from organising the 
games. King mints to a handful 
of framed photographs of Cal- 
gary’s brand new sports fatalities 


on his office wall. 

“We’re changing for the better 
the face of Calgary every time we 
open one of these," he said. 

But King and his organising 
committee have been heavily 
criticised by Calgary's public on 
several occasions in recent years. 

He said the bad press games’ 
organisers received in the wake of 
a much-publicised ticket scandal 
was particularly hard to take. 

“The scandal dropped the 
organising committee to a low 
level of morale simply because we 
did not have the ability to explain 
it reasonably to the public,” said 
King. 

“There was a reasonable ex- 
planation bnt it didn’t get 
through. The whole thing became 
misconstrued. 

“We expect and welcome a lot 
of media attention. I think a lot of 
their criticism is undeserved but 
it reminds us of our public obliga- 
tion.” 

After the games are over, King 
is in no doubt how he is going to 
fill the void. 

“I'm going to go bade to mak- 
ing money — for myself this 
time," he said. “I’ve got some 
interesting plans on me back 
burner.” 


Mass 
fines for 
Australian 

Open 

entrants 


MELBOURNE (Agencies} — 
Sweltering temperatures and 
swfrlfag winds provided a ba ptism 
of fire for the new $50-nriIIkra 
National Tennis Centre complex 
on the opening day of the Austra- 
lian Open on Monday. 

Temperatures in excess of 40 
degrees Celsius created sauna- 
like conditions as the surfaces of 
the artificial courts, installed in 
favour of the old Kooyong site’s 
grass courts, were measured at 62 
degrees. 

“It was incredibly hot and win- 
dy out there,” said Wimbledon 
champion Pat Cash after beating 
Austrian Thomas Muster. “The 
centre court is more compact and 
seems to retain the heat bnt it did 
cool down a little as the match 
went on.” 

“I watched a couple of the 
earlier matches and saw they 
were having trouble with the 
wind,” Cash added. “But I didn’t 
realise how blustery it was until I 
got out there. It was very tricky.” 

Weather conditions aside, the 
ultra-modem complex, located in 
the heart of Melbourne’s business 
district, won positive reviews 
from many of the world’s leading 
players. 

“It was to be pretty dose to the 
best (facility) in the world,” said 
Chris Even after her match on the 
15,000-seat centre court. 

“It’s beautiful from the players’ 
point of view. The court is a cross 
between supreme and hardcourt 
and has a cushioning effect which 
is good on the body.” 

Evert, a winner of seven U.S. 
Open singles titles on the rubbe- 
rised cement of flushing meadow, 
said the rebound ace court was 
similar in pace and bounce to its 
U.S. counterpart. “It plays a lot 
like flashing but has more 
cushion,” she said. 

Martina Navratilova, who play- 
ed in the relative cool of the 
evening, was full of praise for the 
centre. “It’s fabulous. I think it 
will help boost the standing of the 
Australian Open,” said the reign- 
ing Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
champion. 


World number three Chris 
Evert confirmed on Monday that 
she would appeal against a 
520,000 fine imposed by the 
Women’s International Tennis 
Association (WITA). 

Evert, the WITA president, 
and world number two Martina 
Navratilova were fined last week 
for bypassing the New South 
Wales Tournament to play an 
exhibition event at the Sanctuary 
Cove tourist complex in Queens- 
land. 

The pair preferred to play at 
Sanctuary Cbve* on the rebound 
ace courts, the same surface as at 
this week's Australian Open, in- 
stead of on grass at the New 
South Wales event. 
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Iraqi fens to stay home for Kuwaiti tie 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi soccer fans will stay at borne when the 
national team meet Kuwait in Oman for the second leg of their 
Olympic qualifying tie. an Iraqi sports official has said. “The 
feteful relations that bind 


Iraq and Kuwait are hearty and exceed 
the boundaries of sports,” uday Hussein, head of the Iraqi 


Football Association and the National Olympic Committee, urid 
Reuters. The International Football Federation (FIFA) fined Iraq 
$14,900 last week because oi incidents after the first leg m Kuwait 
which the home side won 2-1. Singaporean referee Nasaden 
Chandra had to be protected by security guards from physical 
attack. Hussein, son of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, said Iraq 
would not send fens to the match in Oman on Friday. “The Iraqi 
and the Kuwaiti teams are one team and it makes no difference 
which one qualifies for the Seoul Olympics," he said. 


Coventry, Tottenham draw 


LONDON (R) — Coventry City and Tottenham, the fan few in 
last year’s English F.A. Cup, both blessed the good fortune which 
gave them relatively easy ties in Monday's draw for the fourth 
round of this season’s competition. Dip holders Coventry wifi 
host the winners of Tuesday's third-round replay b et we en Wjtfor. 
who are bottom of the First Division, and Second Division MriB. 
“Whichever way we look at it. it’s a super draw for us,” Coventry 
manager John SiUett said. “We have beaten Watford in die kune 
this season and they must consider us to be their bogey team, finll 
are a bit of a unknown quantity but I can go and watch them in die 
replay against Watford." 


Player releases sought from Rangers 


GLASGOW (R) — Top-level talks with champions Glasgow 
Rangers are being arranged by the Scottish Football Association 
(SFA) in a bid to get greater cooperation in releasing players for 
international matches. Scotland have been forced to play their last 
two games without a single player from Rangers. Rangers should 
have been represented by Richard Gough, ABy McCcnst and Ian 
Durrant for European championship fixtures in Bulgaria and 
Luxembourg late last year. 


Madjer may be sidelined for a month 


MADRID (R) — Algerian strik- 
er Rabah Madjer, on loan from 
European champions Porto, 
could be out of action for a month 
after tearing a leg muscle after 
scoring in Valencia's 2-1 Spanish 
soccer championship defeat at 
Atletioo Madrid on Sunday. 

Madjer, released for six 
months by the Portuguese side, 
was playing only his second game 
for Valencia but his impact was 
considerable. 

Commanding in attack, he 
struck in the eighth minute to put 
the visitors ahead. It was his 
second goal for the dub. 

Atletico captain Joan Arteche 
equalised in the 17th minute and 
Valencia crumbled after Madjer's 
34th minute departure. 

Marcos Alonso scored in the 
56th m i n ute to pur Atletico just 
three points behind local rivals 
and league leaders Real Madrid. • 

Real, struggling without in- 


jured striker Emilio Butragueno, 
were held to a humbling 1-1 draw 
at Murcia in a match which ended 
in a row between the goal- 
keepers. 

Murcia, fourth from bottom of 
the First Division, fed via a 12th 
minute goal by Manolo Sanchez 
— flipped borne with his back to 
the goal. 
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showed after the final whistle. 
Goalkeepers Lorenzo Amadro of 
Marcia and Francisco Bnyo of 
Real started a shouting march on 
the middle of the pitch which 
continued as the teams returned 
to the dressing rooms. 


Defender Miguel Tendillo, 
with Murcia last year, saved Real 
from would have been only their 
third defeat of the season with an 
84th minute equaliser. 

The frustration of both sides 


Real Sociedad. third in the 
league under British coach John 
Toshack, kept up their recent 
good form with a 1-0 win at home 
to Valladolid. 


Veteran Jesus Zamora made 
up for missing a 43rd minute 
penalty by scoring in the 61st. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Consists of 2 bedrooms, dining room, salon, 2 baths, 
kitchen, with central heating and garage. 

Located opposite the entrance of Rosary College in 
Shmeisani. 


Please contact tel: 622049, 668531. 


FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon,. dining room, sitting room, 
2 bathrooms, veranda, with central heating and tele- 
phone. 

On the second floor of a building. Located on Jabal 
Amman, 1st Circle. 


Call tel: 62473a 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
In Shmeisaiu 


Second-floor apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting 
room, dining room, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, with centra! 
heating, air-conditioning and telephone. 


Please call: 816787 or $21316. 


FOR RENT 


Apartment. 1st floor with small garden, 2 bedrooms, 2 salons, 
sitting room, garage, independent central heating. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


BEVERLY 
HILLS COP II 


Pcriormuxxs 300. 6:00. 8:30. 10:30 



Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


FLOOD 


JPafcrnuMxs3:30.(i:1S.H.30. 1ft3o 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


girls fun 


J! VJctfofmancca 3:30. ft-.nu. 8:30. IU~J» 



every day 


For heating and sanitary maintenance, call us. 


Sharif M. Maintenance Office. 
Tel. 811226. 


FLOOR FOR RENT 


Awjwle deluxe floor with an area of 230 sq.m.: consists oi 3 

SShSSIS s *5r s ’ dHlin 9 r °orr>- veranda, spacious kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, wrth separate central heating and leteohane 
Location Urn Uthaina, Abu Nawwas &r_ next 


Calk 824206, Amman. 
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Tea strike looms 

COLOMBO (AP) — Tea leaf 
pickers, who are the mainstay of 
this island nation’s economy, have 
threatened to strike if they don't 
get a pay raise by the end <rf 
January. 

. A'woxk stoppage of even a few 
days would hurt both, die quality 
and quantity of -tea, since the 
leaves and buds must be picked 
quickly upon reaching maturity. 

A spokesman £n: the Ceylon 
Workers Congress,; Sri Lanka's 
largest labour union, said Sunday 
rubber tappers would join in any 
strike. The union represents ab- 
out 300,000 tea and rubber 


in Sri Lanka 

plantation workers. 

“We in the tea and. rubber 
plantations are the backbone of 
this country's economy. If we do 
not work, the economy col- 
lapses,” said the spokeanan. 

He noted that Finance Minis ter 
Ronnie De Mel promised a wage 
increase of 25 to 30 per cent for 
all government workers when he 
presented Sri Lanka’s annual 
budget to parliament last Novem- 
ber. “He did not' mention any- 
thing about the workers on tea 
and rubber plantations owned by 
the government,” the spokesman 
added. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange . and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterl 
One U.S. 


One ounce of gold 


1.8225/35 

1.2880/90 

1.6355/60 

1.8381/91 

1.3350/60 

34.23/26 

5.5200/30 

1203/1204 

128.08/18 

5.9230/80 

6.3100/50 

6.2760/2810 

485.00/485.50 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (AP) — Share prices moved sharply lower Monday on 
the London stock exchange but later recovered from die 
morning’s worst level. Investors were encouraged as a wave of 
selling tailed to materialise. 

Share prices were marked down heavily in early trading as 
investors reacted to Friday's slump on Wall Street The Financial 
Times-Stock Exchange 100-share index hit an estimated low of 60 
points down at around 8:15 a.m. (0815 GMT), before the official 
9 a.m. (0900 GMT) market opening. 

By 1 p.m. (1300 GMT), however, the index had recovered to 
stand 23.3 points down at 1,750.1. 

The market recovered because there wasn’t selling on a scale to 
justify the early mark-down in share prices, dealers said. In 
addition, investors were encouraged by the relative steadiness of 
die dollar Monday morning, they said. 

However, trading remained nervous ahead of Monday's open- 


ing on Wad Street, dealers said. 

Friday’s 140.58-pqint drop in New York’s Dow Jones industrial 
average was the third largest single-day drop recorded. 
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From the Carrol Ffighter institute 


GENERAL. TENDENCIES: 
This is an un u sual l y good day to 
deal in any matters concerning 
partnership, whether they are of a 
per s o na l, fr (p iy r n n nwiul 

nature. Be sure you stay in a 
cooperative state of mind. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to A**-. 1» Con- 
tact your partners and discuss how- 
you can best gain your mutual 
'goals. You can make some fine 
progre ss in b usin e ss today. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20» 
You' can make quick progress if you 
get the assi stan ce of thoae who are 
experts in your line of endeavor. 
Use your org ani sa ti o n al sitiDs. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get 
together with close friends far a 
recreational activity early today. 
Show more devotion far your loved' 
ones. Be sure to drive carefully. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21} Whatever yon do to im- 
prove your dwelling can yield fine 
results now. Entertain at home 
tonight, and be a charming host. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 2D Yen can 
make sane fine new contacts if you 
visit Mends today. Be sure to dress 
very carefully, and you will make a 


VIRGO (Aug- 22 to Sept. 22) Be 
open and honest in any business 


dealings. Seek advice from afinan- 
dal expert and become more suc- 
cessful and secure 
LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Be 
charming and thoughtful to 
everyone you contact today, and 
become a mare popular person. Be 
very careful while driving. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
This is a fine day to do something 
thoughtful lor your inate. You can 
also get all the information you 
need a bout a new contact 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22 to Dec. 
21) You can gain your wishes more 
easDy with the hdp of good friends, 
so let them know you appreciate the 
bate. Be concise in conversation. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Make sure yon handle credit and 
dvic matters with precision. Show 
more affection for your mate, and 
improve your h o m e situation. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
If you make any changes today, use 
your artistic talents for beat 
results. If you must plan a trip, 
watch the cost and travel light. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A 
talk with a business expert can 
reveal some ways to increase your 
abundance. Yonr mate can make 
your free hours much happier. 


THE Daily Crossword „ 


EXzaheUi Arthur 


ACROSS 
t Woodwind 
£ C o mmerce 
10 Auberjonots of 
TV 

14 Cucfcooplnt 

15 Stream 

1* r omjer 

spouses 
17 Evaluate 
15 Hot day's 


22 Certain sinful 
act 

23 Kismet 

24 Hoarfrost 

25 Alfred & F*Dx 
27 Aligns 

31 Incite 

32 Quito 

syBabiag 

34 "Rubber tree 

35 Son et Venus 


a aaa 

aM 


■aim 

aaniiaa 


49 Declined 
52 Tattletale 
58 Juicy fruit 

51 Patt 

50 Roman road 
80 Fragr a nce 
Of. Author 

• -Bagnokf 

52 — has! friend 
63 Staircase part 
84 HCOs 


a Nasty kid - 
.3 to fresh air 
4 Jewels 
»fauftoa af 

a - - l ■ . 

HmWMl 
8 Plaf base 
7 3ts. 

-A Mu. 


19 Citrus fndt 
21 Devoured 
24 Use atom 


25 WaH hang* 
28 most wtiy 

28 Basking 

29 Of. an arm 


30 Bartlett 

31 A Rosa 
33 Barltn to 

Mends? . 

37 Appends 

39 RagtetW 

40 Supervisor of 
a tond 

41 SPgM ■ 

44 Organic 

compounds 
48 Soak (tax 
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nnn nnnnnn nnnn 
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43 Use the 
pool 

50 Toodto-oo 

51 solar disk 

52 Gradual 


53 Alas.- city 

54 Go over 

manuscripts 

55 Carrot- lope 
57 Before 1 


Dollar and shares slide as U.N. describes world 
‘black Monday’ haunts Europe economy as precarious 

LONDON (R) — European The U.S. currency was hit by Players were watching to see if w .MT 

shares and the dollar both fell in the plunge on Wall Street, which the U.S. market sneezed when it * — m A 

Alt Afl «4AMiAHe vt«a« L- — 1 - J IJt !e JfJ L-.L .L - I ^ 

issues gloomier forecast 


shares and the dollar both fell in 
Europe on Monday as nervous 
investors sold ahead of Wail 
Street’s opening and several cen- 
tral banks intervened to keep the 
fragile U.S. currency from sliding 
too shaxpiy. 

Financial markets, still haunted 
by memories of ’’black Monday" 
in October, were having their 
first trading session since Wall 
Street’s plunge on Friday. Super- 
stitious investors pointed out this 
was the 13th week after the crash 
of ’87. 

Last week's turmoil, in which 
the dollar bit record lows, the 
Tokyo stock market notched up 
its second biggest one-day gain 
and Wall Street suffered its third 
worst one-day fall, shattered 
growing optimism that 1988 
might bring new stability. 

“People feel there’s a better 
chance of survival in a bearish 
than. a bullish position," said a 
trader with a major U.S. bank in 
a reference to the selling trend on 
Monday. 

The dollar traded at midday in 
London at 1.6373 West German 
marks and 128.15 Japanese yen in 
London after dosing in Tokyo at 
1.6429 marks and 128,50 yen. It 
had closed in London on Friday 
at 1.65 marks and 129.05 yen. 


Chirac to 
visit Algeria 
to discuss 
gas dispute 

PARIS (R) — Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac said Monday he 
expected to visit Algeria shortly 
to discuss a gas supply dispute 
that has clouded French- Algerian 
relations for the past 18 months. 

“I will probably have the occa- 
sion to visit Algeria and l hope 
that we can... get rid of certain 
misunderstandings," Mr. Chirac 
told Radio Monte Carlo in an 
interview. 

“I hope that we can find with 
the least delay a solution-accept- 
able to tiie two parties, and I 
think we can,” be said. 

France and its former colony 
have .been squabbling since July 
. -1966, over ppntxacts gander wfuchf; 
Algeria supplies France with 9.T5* 
billion cubic metres of liquefied 
natural gas a year. 

Negotiations have been block- 
ed on the pricing formula, French 
demands for greater flexibility in 
the volumes of gas to be suppfaed, 
and the renewal of existing con- 
tracts. 

Algeria, dependent on gas 
sales for 98 per cent of its foreign 
earnings, wants to hold to a price 
accepted by France until the end 
of 1986. 

Paris wants to return to an 
earlier, cheaper system that 
would put the price for Algerian 
gas in line with its other major 
supplier, the Soviet Union. 

The difference between the 
two prices amounts to some 1.7 
billion francs ($309 million) per 
year. 

Algeria contends its liquefied 
gas is more expensive to produce. 


the plunge on Wall Street, which 
itself was touched off by fears 
that U.S. trade figures for 
November due out on Friday 
might show a bigger than ex- 
pected deficit and by press re- 
ports that the U.S. budget deficit 
in 1968 might be well over limits 
set by existing legislation. 

London shares were marked 

2.7 per cent down at the opening, 
French shares dived by nearly 
four per cent, West German 
share prices were six per cent 
lower and Dutch stoc k* were also 
lower. Bnt, by midday prices had 
recovered somewhat 

London’s Financial Times 
stock exchange index of 100 lead- 
ing shares started at a low of 

1.725.7 points compared with Fri- 
day's close of 1,773.4 points. By 
noon GMT it was 1,748.1 after a 
nail-biting morning with dealers 
awaiting Wall Street’s opening 
(1430 GMT). 

New York shares dived by 
nearly seven per cent on Friday 
but this did not spark a wave of 
panic selling in Asia. Tokyo, the 
world’s biggest stock market, fell 
294.13 points — a modest 1.29 
per cent — to 22,578.43 points. 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index 
was down 59.87 points, or 2.4 per 
cent, at 2.400.80 


the U.S. market sneezed when it 
opened, and if it did, whether the 
rest of the world would catch a 
winter cold. 

“There is room for a steep fall 
in Tokyo, particularly if the New 
York market continues to go 
down,” said a London share deal- 
er. “People are definitely taking 
the position that down for the 
dollar is the way to go,” a curren- 
cy trader added. 

A sudden bout of heavy dollar 
selling prompted the West Ger- 
man central Bundesbank to buy 
dollars for marks. The British, 
Swiss and Italian central banks 
also joined in to buy dollars to 
help temper its decline. 

The dollar's value on Monday 
was still well above historic 
quoted lows of a week ago when 
it touched 1.5615 marks and 
120.20 yen in Tokyo on the first 
trading day of the new year. 

It was the first intervention on 
the currency market by the Bun- 
desbank since last Tuesday, when 
two days of massive joint central 
bank baying lifted the dollar from 
its record lows. 

Earlier the Bank of Japan also 
bought dollars for yen, and dealers 
said the U.S. Federal Reserve 
had enquired in Asia about dol- 
lar/mark rates. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The world economy 
will be precariously unstable this year, the United 
Nations said Monday in a new forecast even 
gloomier than the one issued before the stock market 
crash. 


Sony concedes defeat with 
Betamax and goes for VHS 


TOKYO (R) — Sony has con- 
ceded defeat in its marketing 
battle with the world’s video con- 
sumers and decided to produce 
VHS recorders, a senior com- 
pany official said Monday. 

The giant Japanese company's 
Betamax system opened the era 
of the home-use videocase tte re- 
corder (VCR) in 1975 and is still 
considered by many users to be 
technically superior to the VHS 
system, particularly in the Un- 
ited States- 

Industry analysts said the VHS 
format, invented by Japan’s JVC 
company, now compri s ed more 
than 90 per cent of the world's 
VCRs. 

“It’s an admission of defeat. 
They've been forced to recognise 
the market superiority of a com- 


petitor^ system,” said Alan Bell, 
vice-president of Salomon 
Brothers Asia. 

Sony senior Managing Director 
Nobuo Kanoi told reporters that 
video rental stores stocked pre- 
dominantly VHS tapes, so the 
company could no longer ignore 
the VHS format. 

Sony would start selling VHS 
home-use decks in Europe from 
April, Mr. Kanoi said, adding 
they will be supplied and pro- 
duced there by Hitachi. 

Japanese sales will begin in the 
latter half of 1988, when Sony 
starts its own production. U.S. 
sales will be delayed until 1989 
due to the volatility of exchange 
rates and to severe price competi- 
tion, he added. 


U.N. experts now expect the 
world economy to grow by only 
three per cent, instead of the 33 
per cent they were predicting two 
weeks before Oct. 19 crash. 

The economists also say that 
world trade will grow by a slug- 
gish three per cent, instead of the 
4.3 per cent they expected in 
early October. 

‘‘The international financial 
system and the global economy 
remain vulnerable to new shocks 
and to the possibility of a worl- 
dwide recession in the coining 
months,” the report said. 

The U.N. forecast is more pes- 
simistic than some. 

An Associated Press survey of 
experts around the world found 
that many expect 1988 to be a 
fairly good year for the global 
economy. 

“We’re slightly on the gloomy 
side of normal, but it’s certainly 
not tearing the hair out," said 
Geoffrey Horton, chief econom- 
ists in the London office of Dri 
Europe, a research and consult- 
ing firm. 

The U.N. report anticipates a 
bleak 1988. 


It said governments face un- 
usually difficult dilemmas in the 
coming year: They must find a 
way to cut debt and trade imba- 
lances without causing a recession 
or rekindling inflation. 

“Confidence and stability in 
the economy must be restored if a 
worldwide recession is to be 
averted next year," it said. 

The best hope is concerted 
international action, U.N. Secret- 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar said in a message accom- 
panying the new forecast. 

Global economic problems 
“can be overcome if all countries 
make more determined efforts to 
address the weaknesses in their 
economic performance and to 
harmonise their respective poli- 
cies,” it said. _ 

The U.N. report said economic 
growth slowed worldwide in 1987 
and is expected to slow even 
more in 1988, continuing a pat- 
tern of decline that began in the 
early 1980s. 

This means a struggling Afri- 
can former could have a harder 
time buying seed and fertiliser — 
and get less money for the crops 


he manages to grow. It means the 
paycheck of a Wesie rn European 
factory worker would buy the 
same — or even less — than in 
1987. 

Looking back on the past year. 
U.N. economists said the gross 
national product of the develop' 
ing countries, excluding China, 
grew by only 2.1 per cent in 1987 . 
down from 3.2 per cent in 1956. 
They expect three per cent 
growth in 19SS. 

Growth in developed market 
economies, such as those of 
Japan and Western Europe, was 
2.7 per cent in 19S7. about the 
same as 1986. U.N. economists 
expect these economies to grow 
by about two per cent in f9SS. 

In centrally planned econo- 
mies, such as those in the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe, the 
report said the growth of net 
material product was 3.2 per cent 
in 1987, down from 4.6 per cent 
the year before. 

China, the report said, will 
continue to be the world's fastest- 
growing economy. The Chinese 
economy expanded by 7.4 per 
cent in 1986 and 10 per cent in 
1987. It is expected to grow eight 
per cent in 19SS. 

Other bright spots are also in 
Asia. 

The forecast says growth in 
South and East Asia is expected 
to continue in the 4.7 per cent 
range, as it has since 1981. 


Reagan-Takeshita talks to focus on trade, dollar 


WASHINGTON (R) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
arrives on Tuesday for critical 
talks with President Reagan on 
tense U.S. -Japanese trade rela- 
tions and the need for stable 
currency exchange rates. 

U.S. and Japanese offi cials say 
the two sides generally agree on 
ways to avoid sharp fluctuations 
in the yen-doll ar link but remain 
for apart on many trade issues. 

Mr. Takeshita wall be here on 
his first visit since becoming 
prime minister last November. 
He will meet Mr. Reagan on 


Wednesday. 

He will also have talks with 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
and visit Congress, where he is 
likely to face sharp charges that 
unfair Japanese trade practices 
are costing American jobs and 
closing factories. 

Mr. Takeshita leaves Washing- 
ton on Friday for Ottawa and 
talks with Canadian Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney. 

Administration officials say 
Mr. Reagan hopes to fashion the 
same kind of close relationship he 
developed with Mr. Takeshita’s 


predecessor Yasuhiro Nakasone, 
although their warm rapport did 
not solve many U.S.-Japanese 
trade problems. 

Last week the dollar recovered 
against the yen when it rose from 
a record low of near 120 yen to 
just above 130 after heavy centra! 
bank intervention to support the 
dollar. 

The dollar, under pressure 
from continued high U.S. trade 
deficits, has dropped sharply the 
past year against the yen, from 
about 160 yen to the dollar to the 
current level. 


eport calls on major nations to liberalise trade 


JAKARTA (R) — World mar- 
kets and businessmen, worried by 
the risk of recession, need a dear 
signal from major trading nations 
that they are committed to reduc- 
ing trade barriers, the chairman 
of a trade study group said 
i Monday. 

Nam Duck-Woo, a former 
South Korean premier who 
chaired a meeting of Asia-Pacific 
countries on Bali over the 
weekend, said in a report on the 
conference that world trade 
ministers have a crucial role to 
play in guiding the international 
economy out of its present crisis. 

“Stock market developments 
and continuing exchange rate in- 
stability reveal a lack of confi- 
dence in finandal markets about 
the ability of governments to re- 
gain control over public finance 
and trade policy..." he said in the 


report released at a press confer- 
ence in Jakarta. 

Trade chiefs from the United 
States, Japan, and the European 
Community, as well as ministers 
or senior officials from China, 
South Korea, Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada and South-East 
Asia attended the conference de- 
signed to discuss areas for early 
agreement within the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 

The informal conference did 
not list conclusions, but the chair- 
man issued his personal report, 
which emphasised the need for 
concrete action under GATT to 
liberalise trade and reduce pro- 
tectionism so as to avoid a 19305- 
style recession. 

“Participants agreed that while 
trade policy cannot be a panacea 
for what ails the world economy. 


a further slide into protectionism 
could make it very difficult to 
turn the situation around through 
macro-economic policies alone,” 
Mr. Nam, who is current chair- 
man of the South Korean Foreign 
Trade Association, said. 

“Since the stock market crash 
last October, which instantly put 
people in mind of what happened 
after the stock market crash of 
1929, it has become more impor- 
tant than ever for the private 


believe that the business com- 
munity will despair of the ability 
of GATT member countries ever 
to achieve more than bold words 
and good intentions,” he added. 

Under die present Uruguay 
round of trade negotiations more 
than 100 countries are discussing 
reducing trade barriers and liber- 
alising trade in 14 categories, 
induing agriculture, manufac- 
tured goods and service indus- 
tries. 

The round started in 1986 and 


Jaguar 
sales rise 


sector to perceive not only that The round started in 1986 and 
governments are coping effective-, will continue until 1990, but many 
ly with protectionist pressures, states are pressing for early 


but that the Uruguay round nego- 
tiations are going to yield worth- 
while results in terms, of more 
open markets and better adher- 
ence to GATT rules,” he stated. 

“Without an early signal of a 
political commitment and will to 
get to grips with protectionism, I 


agreement by the end of this year. 

Mr. Nam said there was a 
danger that forthcoming pres- 
idential elections in France and 
the United States could be seen 
as a reason for delaying agree- 
ment, but this would not be war- 
ranted. 


LONDON (AP) — Jaguar Pic 
said Monday that sales of its 
luxury cars rose 14 per cent in 
1987 from the year before and 
said it is pressing ahead with 
plans to boost production by 17 
per cent in the current year. 

The decision to boost 198S pro- 
duction to 56,000 cars from * 
48,000 last year was taken despite 
a downturn in U.S. sales. 

Jaguar sold 22,919 cars in the 
United States in 1987, down six per 
cent from 24,464 cars the year 
before. 

Jaguar said sales declined in 
the United States because the 
new XJ6 model wasn't introduced 
until mid-year. 

In Europe, where the new 
model was introduced at the start 
of the year, sales rose strongly. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


PON^" TALK TO ME.. 

I’M HAVING MV 
POST-CHRISTMAS LETP0WN 



I JUST U/ANTEP TO 
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR 
THE W0NPERFUL PRE5ENT 
v lt>U6AVEME..lT WAS 
JUST UJHAT I WANTEP... 








“The boss had too much caffeine 
again today!” 



SMMtBTO 


Unscramble these Tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fbrm 
tour ordlnaiy words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Andy Capp 







UNCLOM 


print answer here: 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumble* NOVEL GOING STODGY MODIFY 
Answer Ha claims he's attracted to her by her mind, 
but what he really likes is this — 

WHAT SHE DOESNT MIND 
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Moscow could begin 


Aghan pullout in May 


MOSCOW (R) — The Communist Party newspaper 
Pravda said on Monday Soviet troops could start 
pulling out of Afghanistan on May 1 if an agreement 
was signed by Pakistan and the Kabul administra- 
tion by the start of March. 


Pravda commentator Vsevolod 
Ovchinnikov said agreements 
under discussion at several meet- 
ings in Geneva in the past two 
years provided for a halt to U.S. 
support for Afghan insurgents. 

“If it becomes possible to sign, 
the Geneva understandings by 
March I — and the Afghan side is 
by all appearances intending to 
aim for that — then the starting 
date for the withdrawal could be 
May 1,” he wrote. 

Ovchinnikov made it clear the 
United States and Pakistan would 
have to take major steps to stop 
activities by Afghan rebels if the 
pullout were to start by then. 

The Pravda journalist, whose 
remarks were clearly based on an 
official briefing, said a completed 
agreement on Af ghanistan could 
provide an extra push for the next 
Soviet- American summit — 
which diplomats expect for late 
May in Moscow. 

The article marked the first 
time Moscow had mentioned an 
exact date for the start of a 
pull-out, which Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze said last 
week could be completed in less 
than 12 months. 

But analysts said the conditions 
Ovchinnikov spelt out still made 
it unlikely that Washington and 
Islamabad could comply without 


further concrete assurances from 
Moscow on its role during the 
two-month interim period after 
an agreement. 

Ovchinnikov said this time-gap 
between an agreement and the 
withdrawal “is not accidental — it 
is determined by the necessity of 
giving Islamabad time to li- 
quidate the dushman bases on 
Pakistani territory ." 

Moscow and Kabul use the 
term dushman, which means 
reactionary renegades or bandits, 
to describe the Afghan insur- 

S , who have been fighting 
ssive pro-Soviet govern- 
ments in Kabul since 1978. 

“In other words,” Ovchinnikov 
said, “the problem lies not in the 
date for the start of the withdraw- 
al of Soviet forces but in the date 
when American aid to the dush- 
mans is halted." 

The United States has until 
now insisted that it would support 
the insurgents until Moscow set a 
firm date for an irreversible pull- 
out to begin and provided a 
timetable for its completion. 

U.S. officials say they would 
also expect assurances from Mos- 
cow that it would not attempt to 
return to shore up the present 
Kabul authorities if they 
appeared under threat from the 
insurgents after the withdrawal. 


Talks between Kabul and Isla- 
mabad through United Nations 
mediation are due to resume in 
Geneva in late February and 
there have been indications of 
optimism from Washington as 
well as Moscow that there could 
be a breakthrough. 

Afghan authorities said on 
Sunday a U.N. human rights en- 
voy had visited the eastern garri- 
son town of Kbost, two weeks 
after 'it was relieved after a long 
rebel siege. 

U.N. emissary Felix Ermacora 
met local officials and made en- 
quiries about Afghan exiles dur- 
ing the visit on Saturday, the 
official Kabul Radio said. 

The visit to Kbost was the first 
by a U.N. official since the Kabul 
authorities reported their forces 
had broken the siege on Dec. 27 
by opening the 125 -kilometres 
road from the Paktia province 
capital, Gardez. 

The radio, monitored in Isla- 
mabad, said Mr. Ermacora also 
visited the eastern province of 
Nan garb ar on Sunday, met offi- 
cials there and saw the Nangarhar 
University near the provincial 
capital Jalalabad. 

Mr. Ermacora arrived in Kabul 
Last Monday for his second visit to 
prepare a report for the annual 
U.N. Human Rights Commission 
session opening in Geneva on 
Feb. 1. 

A U.N. spokeswoman in 
Geneva said on Friday that Mr. 
Ermacora would also visit 
Afghan refugee camps in Pakis- 
tan in early February. 


Managua opposition holds big rally 


MANAGUA (R) — Some 10,000 
Nicaraguans took to the streets 
on Sunday to demand an end to 
compulsory military service, 
press freedom and a loosening of 
the left-wing government's con- 
trol over unions, education and 
the economy. 

Youths wearing handkerchiefs 
to hide their faces spray-painted 
anti-government slogans on walls 
as the slogan-chanting demon- 
strators wound their way through 
the capital. Police kept watch 
from distance. 

The march, organised by a 
coalition of opposition parties, 
was to mark the 10th anniversary 
of the assassination of Pedro Joa- 


quin Chammorm, editor of the 
opposition La Prensa newspaper. 

Chamorro was killed in Janu- 
ary 1978 after repeated attacks by 
La Prensa against former dictator 
Anastasio Somoza. The murder 
helped garner support for the 
SaadiAista National Liberation 
Front, which ousted Somoza 18 
months later. 


a few months ago as a result of 
the peace pact signed by five 
Centra] American presidents last 
August. 

The ruling party is under in- 
creasing pressure to take further 
steps toward democratisation as 
agreed in the pact. 


La Prensa, now under the 
direction of Chamorro’s widow, 
subsequently began opposing the 
Sandinistas, saying they had bet- 
rayed promises for democracy. 


The paper was shut down in 
July 1986 accused of backing 
“U.S. aggression" and reopened 


In a procession stretching for 
several blocks the marchers con- 
verged at the cemetery where 
Chamorro is buried. A repre- 
sentative from the Pedro Joaquin 
Taxi Drivers Union laid a wreath 
on his grave. 

Chamorro is seen as a symbol 
by both the opposition and the 
government. 


Hart would not be ‘first 


adulterer in White House’ 


IOWA FALLS. Iowa (AP) — 
Presidential candidate Gary Hart 
says if he’s elected, be “won’t be 
the first adulterer in the White 
House.” 

But he said American voters 
appear to be prepared to under- 
stand the personal problems that 
forced him to withdraw his bid for 
the Democratic Party's nomina- 
tion last May. 

The former senator from Col- 
orado rejoined the race last 
month. 

“The people of this country in 
the last three weeks have been 
tremendously warm and accept- 
ing,” Mr. Hart said in an emo- 
tional interview published Sun- 
day in the Des Moines Register. 
“It’s great to be back.” 

Mr. Hart and his wife, Lee, 
met Saturday with the editorial 
board of the daily newspaper 
during a campaign swing in this 
rural, midwestem state. 

Mr. Hart gave the interview 
one month before the first crucial 
test of the election year — the 
Iowa Political Caucus that will 
select state delegates to the par- 


ty's nominating convention this 
summer. 

Success in Iowa is an essential 
ingredient in establishing a cam- 
paign for the rapid-fire series of 
state primaries and caucuses 
scheduled in the next five 
months. 

In his interview, Mr. Hart 
asked that his personal life be 
kept in “perspective." At one 
point during the session, he 
wiped away tears, the newspaper 
said. 

“If I am elected I won’t be the 
first adulterer in the White 
House." Mr. Hart said. “1 may 
be the first one to have publicly 
confessed, but I won’t be the 
first." 

After leaving the race amid 
reports of his relationship with 
model Donna Rice, Hart admit- 
ted in a nationally televised inter- 
view that he bad not been “totally 
faithful” to his wife, Lee. But he 
refused to discuss Rice or any 
other individual. 


More recently, he called his 
liaison with Rice a “damn fool 
mistake.” 
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CREATING TRICKS OUT OF STRAW 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ A76 
VQ53 
0A973 
*Q9fl 

WEST EAST 

*KJ2 *54 

<?J9762 ?108 

0 10 8 4 v J 6 S 

♦ A 4 +KJI0853 

SOUTH 

♦ Q 10 9 8 3 
9AK4 

v K Q 2 

♦ 7 2 

The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 ♦ Pass 2 0 Pass 

3 0 Pus 3 ♦ Pass 

4 ♦ Pus Pass Pass 

Opening lead-. Ace of ♦ 


the four to his partner's jack. De- 
clarer ruffed the club king with the 
eight and West ove miffed — with 
the king! 


The great magicians are success- 
ful because they can make you be- 
lieve in (he illusions they create. 
That holds true for the great de- 
fenders at bridge as well. 

With only three-card spade sup- 
port, North had to make a waiting 
bid at his flrsL turn. However, It 
did not take long for North-South 
to reach their optimum contract. 

Against four spades, West led 
the ace of dubs and continued with 


To appreciate the beauty of this 
defense, let’s pause for a moment 
to consider what would have hap- 
pened had West made the seeming- 
ly normal play of overruffing with 
the jack. Declarer would win any 
return and would have only one 
play Tor his contract: a trump fi- 
nesse. That .would have succeeded 

and the contract would have coast- 
ed home. 

Now we return to what actually 
happened. West exited with a 
heart, declarer won in hand and 
cashed the ace of trumps, both de- 
fenders following with a low 
trump. It seemed to declarer that 
East had to have the jack of 
trumps, so when he continued with 
a low trump from dummy and East 
followed with the five. South con- 
fidently finessed the 10. West pro- 
duced the jack for the setting trick. 

This form of deceptive play is 
quite common and, used judicious- 
ly, it car earn you many an extra 
trick. However, bear in mind that 
usually it is correct to win tricks as 
cheaply as possible, and a success- 
ful “swindle" works only when 
partner can't be fooled by the play 
into doing sonfeLhmg suicidal. 


Diplomats: 
China not 


ready for 
summit 
with Soviets 


PEKING (R) — China is gra- 
dually wanning to its former foe, 
the Soviet Union, but is still 
holding back from top-level con- 
tacts, Western diplomats said on 
Monday. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev called for a Sino-Soviet 
summit, the first in 29 years, in an 
interview with a Chinese weekly 
published on Monday. 

No official Chinese comment 
was immediately available, but 
one Western diplomat in Peking 
.said flatly: “I don’t think the 
Chinese are ready for such a 
meeting." 


Despite a steady improvement 
in relations between the two 
Communist giants in recent 
months, China would not budge 
on what it calls “the three obsta- 
cles,” another diplomat said. 

The main one is C hina ’s insist- 
ence that Moscow urge Vietnam 
to withdraw its troops from Kam- 
puchea. 

Asked about a possible sum- 
mit, a Vietnamese source here 
commented only: “We would 
welcome such a meeting, but it’s 
hard to say when it could 
happen.” 

China also demands that Soviet 
troops leave Afghanistan, and 
objects to large Soviet troop con- 
centrations along the Chinese 
border. 

> Mr. Gorbachev made the sum- 
' mit request on Dec. 28 during an 
interview by the weekly 
Liaowang (outlook). 

“ft would be a logical develop- 
ment, in our view, to hold a 
Soviet-Chinese summit,” the 
Soviet leader said. 

“Judging by all accounts, both 
sides realise the objective necessi- 
ty of this,” Mr. Gorbachev said. 
‘To meet each other, we can find 
mutually acceptable solutions — 
we are sure of that.” 


The official New China News 
Agency (NONA) and official 
newspapers carried reports on the 
interview but made no mention of 
the summit proposal. 

In the past three years, trade, 
cultural and sports ties between 
China and the Soviet Union have 
improved. 


Study urges 
better 

conventional 
arms for 


U.S., allies 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan will receive a top- 
level defence study on Tuesday' 
which suggests that too much 
reliance may have been placed on 
nuclear deterrence and urges 
Washington and its allies to de- 
velop highly accurate convention- 
al weapons. 

The report, released by the 
U.S. Defence Department on 
Sunday night, says accurate con- 
ventional arms are essential to 
ensure quick management of a 
regional conflict and keep it from 
flaring into a superpower nuclear 
war. 

It notes, however, that shrink- 
ing Western defence budgets will 
make it difficult for the United 
States and its allies to build ex- 
pensive conventional arms. 

Defence Undersecretary Fred 
Ikle, one of 13 members of a 
study group which compiled the 
report, told Reuters in an inter- 
view that the group would discuss 
it with Mr. Reagan on Tuesday. 
He said it had already gone to 
NATO and Asian allies. 

The report says that “we must 
diversify and strengthen our abil- 
ity to bring discriminating, non- 
nuclear force to bear where 
needed in time to defeat aggres- 


sion. 


It says: “To deter the more 
plausible Soviet attacks, we must 
be able not only to respond discri- 
minately, but must also have 
some prospects of keeping any 
such war within bounds — of 
ensuring that it does not rapidly 
deteriorate into an apocalypse.” 

The study group also included 
former Defence Secretary Henry 
Kissinger, former National 
Security Adviser Zbigniew Brze- 
zmski, former University of Chi- 
cago Professor Albert Wohlstet- 
ter and several retired senior 
military officers. 

The 68-page report has already 
gone to Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucri and Mr. Reagan’s 
National Security Adviser Colin 
Powell, according to Pentagon 
officials. 

Mr. Dele said: “We must work 
together for the capability to be 
militarily effective without (mi<> 
lear) destruction of that which we 
wish to protect.” 

“The united States and its 
friends must integrate strategy 
with better weapons,” he said. 
“We must look 20 years ahead to 
form strategy and develop better 
conventional weapons because 
. that’s bow long it takes to de- 
velop them." 


Ryzhkov in Sweden 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Soviet 
Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov 
arrived in Sweden on Monday for 
a four-day visit during which he 
will try to achieve a breakthrough 
In 19-year-old talks over Baltic 
Sea territorial rights. 

Mr. Ryzhkov, accompanied by 
his wife Lyudmila, was met at 
Arlanda Airport north of Stock- 
holm by Swedish Prime Minister 
Ingvar Carlsson. 

The two then went straight into 
the first of two negotiating ses- 
sions scheduled for Monday. 

The talks were likely to be 
dominated by the Baltic^ issue, 
: which has been the subject of 
intensive negotiations between 
the two countries over the past 
month. 

Mr. Carlsson said on Sunday 
that he regarded the issue as a 
litmus test of Moscow’s attitude 
to neutral Sweden and warned 
that failure to solve the lingering 
dispute would harm bilateral rela- 
tions. 

Sweden and the Soviet Union 
have held intermittent talks since 
1969 on how to share an area of 
about 8,500 square miles of sea 
between the Swedish Baltic island 
of Gotland and the coast of the 
Soviet Republic of Latvia. 


Swedish sources said they had 
offered Moscow control of 25per 
cent of the zone but Swedish 
newspapers repented on Monday 
that the Soviet Union wanted 30 
per cent. 

Newspapers — and conversa- 
tion with ordinary Swedes — 
suggested, however, that there 
was considerable popular senti- 
ment against compromise with 
Moscow, especially against a 
background of reported sub- 
marine intrusions in Swedish wa- 
ters. 


“No Poltava in the Baltic,” 
said a weekend headline in the 
tabloid Expressen. referring to an 
18th century battle between 
Sweden and Russia which sealed 
the fall of the former and the rise 
of the latter as great northern 
powers. 


Apparently with public opinion 
in mind, Mr. Carlsson on Sunday 
met the leaders of the three 
opposition parties to try to reach 
a traditional Swedish consensus 
on the Baltic issue. 

Moderate (conservative) party 
leader Carl Bildr said afterwards 
that the meeting had laid down 
limits to the extent that Sweden 
would compromise. 


S. Korean police disperse 


Kwangju student protesters 


SEOUL (R) — - President-Elect 
Rob Tae-Woo tried to make 
peace with the angry people of 
Kwangju on Monday while riot 
police and students clashed once 
again in Tthe south-western city. 

A thousand police fired teargas 
and stormed the campus of Cho- 
sun University where 5,000 
boycotted their classes and held a 
rally de mandin g greater academic 
freedom and administrative re- 
forms, the domestic news agency 
Yonhap said. 

Last week hundreds of protes- 
ters threw rocks and petrol 
bombs and set a campus building 
ablaze when riot police raided the 
buildings and made 120 arrests. 

Police said on Sunday they had 


charged more than 90 students. ' 

A spokesman for Mr. Rob's 
ruling party said 52 representa- 
tives were appointed on Monday 
to a Committee for Democratic 
Reconciliation. Its task would be 
to find ways of healing the scars 
left by the militmy's repression of 
a 1980 civil uprising in Kwangju 
in which the government has said 
193 people were killed. 

Kwangju dissidents say many 
more died. 

Reconciliation would be dis- 
cussed in talks between Mr. Roh 
and opposition leader Kim 
Young-Sam, and between Presi- 
dent Chun Doo Hwan and Mr. 
Kim's rival within the opposition, 
Kira Dae-Jung, later this week. 


Noriega returns to Panama 


PANAMA CITY (R) — 
Panamanian strongman Gen. 
Manuel Antonio Noriega re- 
turned to Panama City on Sun- 
day. ending rumours he had left 
the country and abandoned 
power. 

Armed forces spokesman 
Edgardo Lopez told Renters that 
Gen. Noriega returned without 
fanfare on Sunday morning from 
the Dominican Republic where 
he bad been visiting his daughter. 

Several thousand people took 
to the streets on Saturday after 
Gen. Noriega left for the Domini- 
can capital Santp Domingo amid 
rumours that the general, Pana- 
ma's de facto leader, had aban- 
doned power due to domestic and 


foreign pressure. 

Military officials, however, 
moved quickly on Saturday to 
quell the rumours, assuring 
Panamanians over national tele- 
vision and radio that Gen. 
Noriega would return by 
Monday. 

A personal assistant to Presi- 
dent Eric Arturo Delvalle, who is 
on a visit to the United States, 
also said Gen. Noriega had left 
the country on a scheduled pri- 
vate visit. 

The rumours were fuelled by 
reports published in local news- 
papers on Saturday that a U.S. 
Defence Department official had 
recently visited the general and 
urged him to step down. 


Thatcher’s most trusted adviser resigns 


LONNDON (R) — Britain's de- 
puty prime minister. Viscount 
Willi am Whitelaw, resigned on 
Sunday because of ill health but 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er refused to replace her most 
trusted adviser, saying his posi- 
tion was unique. 

In a letter to “My Dear Mar- 
garet,” Whitelaw, 69, who was 
also leader of parliament’s House 
of Lords, told Mrs. Thatcher he 
bad to step down after suffering a 
mild stroke in December. 

“My doctors have advised me 
that although I have made a good 
recovery it would be unwise at my 
age to undergo in future the stress 
inseparable from senior ministe- 


rial office. With the greatest re- 
gret therefore, I feel I am bound 
to ask you to accept my resigna- 
tion," he said in the latter. 


Whitelaw will be replaced in 
the House of Lords by Junior 
Environment Minister Lord B el- 
stead but the post of deputy 
prime minister has been 
scrapped. 


loss and added: “The position of 
deputy prime minister was unique 
to you for your unique qualities 
and comes to an end with your 
service.” 


Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe will now be second in 
official cabinet seniority and will 
be in charge when Mrs. Thatcher 
is abroad. 


“My dear Willie,” Mrs. 
Thatcher replied, “I fully realise 
that medical advice leaves you no 
choice and, because your well- 
being comes first, sadly I have no 
choice but to accept your resigna- 
tion." 

She spoke of her great sense of 


Whitelaw entered parliament 
in 1955 and served under the 
Conservative administrations of 
Harold MacMillan, Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home and Edward 
Heath before becoming home 
secretary in Mrs. Thatcher’s first 
cabinet. 


UNESCO chief vows to revamp agency 


NEW YORK (R) — Federico 
Mayor, UNESCO’s new director 
general, says he plans to revamp 
tire agency and hopefully bring 
the United States, Britain and 
Singapore back' into its fold. 

Mr. Mayor, elected to the post 
last November, told Newsweek 
magazine in an interview pub- 
lished on Sanday that his plans 
include greater decentralisation 
through coordination with other 
U.N. agencies and economic au- 
sterity measures to trim what 
critics have described as UN- 
ESCO's grossly expensive operat- 
ing costs. 

Mr. Mayor said he “loves 
bureaucrats," and indicated that 


he would rely on them heavily to 
reorganise the agency. “I will 
make many reforms,” he said. 

Mr. Mayor, a 53 year-old Span- 
ish biochemistry professor, took 
over UNESCO from Amadou 
Moktar M'Bow of Senegal, 
whose long leadership of the 
agency was attacked by the U.S., 
Britain and Singapore for poor 
management and ideologically 
slanted programmes. 

“I hope that the countries that 
left and the countries not yet with 
us will be sensitive to the appeal 
that the member countries made 
at the last general conference, 
‘please come back’,” Mr. Mayor 
said. 


One of UNESCO's more con- 


troversial programmes calls for a 
so-called “new information 


order" which could allow govern- 
ments to license journalists. 

Indicating opposition to the 
programme Mr. Mayor told 
Newsweek. “I will never do any- 
thing to cut peace education or 
the free flow of information. I 
will never accept the licensing by 
governments of creative 
activity." 

Mr. Mayor said his ultimate 
goal was to return to “the pillars 
of UNESCO” by focusing on its 
aims of fostering peace through 
education, science, culture and 


communication. 


Dhaka opposition urges election boycott 


DHAKA (R) — Opposition lead- 
er Sheikh Hasina has asked Bang- 
ladeshis to boycott parliamentary 
elections due on Feb. 28 and 
reject any attempt to reimpose 
martial law. 

“You must step up a campaign 
to force President (Hossam 
Mohammad) Ershad to resign, 
and resist at all costs attempts by 
him to hold elections and, maybe, 
to reimpose martial law," she 
told members of her Awami 
League party on Sunday night 

“The peace and freedom-lov- 
ing Bangladeshis would prevent 
any constitutional steps designed 
to perpetuate Gen, Ershad's 
power," she added. 

Gen. Ershad, facing an opposi- 


tion-led campaign of strikes and 
protests to force his resignation, 
dissolved parliament on Dec. 6 to 
prepare elections for the 330- 
member assembly. 

Only fringe opposition parties, 
many of them unheard of pre- 
viously, have so for agreed to 
take part. 

Political analysts said Gen. 
Ershad would be forced to reim- 
pose martial law as a last resort to 
save his rule if the elections plans 
failed. 

Prime Minister Mizanur Rah- 
man Chowdhury warned last 
month that opposition’s “obsti- 
nacy” 1 might compel! the presi- 
dent to take “extra-c on s ti t u t i onal 
steps.” 


Gen. Ershad’s Jatiya Party said 
on Monday nearly 1,300 party 
members bad sought nomination 
for the polls. 

“No elections held while 
Ershad remains in office will be 
fair," Sheikh Hasina said. 

Obaidur Rahman, secretary- 
general of the opposition Bang- 
ladesh Nationalist Party led by 
Begum Khaleda Zia, said people 
were determined not to allow 
what he called farcical elections. 

“So-called elections being 
planned by Gen. Ershad would 
plunge the country into a greater 
crisis, so it’s a national responsi- 
bility to stop the fun,” he told a 
party meeting in northern Sber- 
pur district on Sunday. 
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Iraqis find 4,000-year-old artifacts 


BAGHDAD ( AP) — Teams excavating at the site of tile a ao ent 
Assyrian city of Nimrod in northern Iraq have come ******* 
4, 000-year-old finds, the AJ Thawra daily repented Monday. The 
artifacts included some ivory sculptures, ornanieniM daggers 
dating back to the ancient Assyrian empire. The daily did not say 
when the discovery was made. The newspaper, mouthpiece «.uk 
ruling Arab Baath Socialist Party, also siud mounds and other 
finds were unearthed, including a waB and the remains of what 
could be a tower. Nhnrud is 17 mites (37 kilometres) sooth of 
Mosul, the third-largest city in Iraq, the land known in aacicm 
times as Mesopotamia. Nimrod was the Assyrians' capital. 
Several foreign and Iraqi teams have been working in non hero 
Iraq, the hub for archaeological activity in the country- 


Bull disrupts class 


CAIRO (AP) — An angry bull charged into a provincial 
university, causing injuries and disrupting classes for ocr hour 
before it was sedated and caught, the state-run daily AI Akhbtr 
said in its early Monday edition. The paper said the huh es cap e d 
from - its owner at a cattle market in AI raiyum province, a farm 
area 65 miles (103 kilometres) south west of Cairo, ft then ran 
into the neighbouring open fields of the university's sebod of 
agriculture , and charged into the dean's room and tire administra- 
tion department, injuring an unspecified number of people and 
spreading panic, the paper said. The police were aWe u> stop it 
with a sedative shot in the neck. A! Akhbar said. A! Faivum is a 
largely agricultural area south of the Giza Pyramids. Its citrus 
orchards and vegetable fields grow around a lake, contrasting 
sharply with the surrounding desert. 


Gadgets come with touch of style 


CHICAGO (AP) — A machine that mixes, kneads and bake* 
bread and a ruler that measures distance by ultrasound are among 
thousands of housewares catching buyers’ interest this week at an 
international show. Sponsors of the 87th International House- 
wares Exposition said this year's products target wealthy consum- 
ers who value quality of life and style. “People with disposable 
income want good design and style.” said William Ripley. 
chairman of the board of foe National Housewares Manufactures 
Association, which is putting on the four-day show that runs 
through Wednesday. One of the items on display is a S35G- 
m aching that mixes, kneads, and bakes a loaf of homemade bread 
in three hours. 


Priest on trial for firing at mourner 


ORENSE, Spain (R) — A Spanish priest went on trial on 
Monday charged with shooting a mourner in the foot at a funeral 
gathering. Eladio Blanco, a village priest in north western Spain, 
was also accused of illegally possessing about 10 guns and pistols 
which police found during a search of his bouse. Blanco is alleged 
to have lost his temper after presiding over a funeral service ft his 
church in March last year and shot the mourner with a revolver 
during an argument about whether he should accompany the 
coffin to the cemetery. Defence lawyers say Blanco was mentally 
ill at the time. 


Man believed dead is still alive 


rdativea 


NORFOLK, Virginia (AP) — White friends and 
attended his funeral, Charles Willie Pryor rested m a 
unaware that an unidentified man was being buried in hi* plan 
Authorities say they don’t know who is buried in Pryor's grave, 
and they cannot explain how the mistaken identity occurred. A 
few hours after the funeral Friday, two relatives identified a 
patient at a veterans administration hospital as Pryor. Pryor. 61. 
had checked into the hospital for an undisclosed ailment 
Wednesday, the day a newspaper published his obituary. The 
relatives were summoned after a hospital employee read the 
obituary and noticed similarities to the patient. Slate medical 
examiner Faruk B. PresswaUa said Pryor's half-brother viewed 
the body of the dead man and identified it as Pryor. Also, family 
members viewed the body at the funeral, fie said the fact that 
family members saw the body makes the mix-op especially 
mystifying. Pryor was unaware of the mix-up Saturday. "I don't 
know anything about that," he said in a telephone interview with 
Virginian -Pilot and the Ledger-Star. “I don't have a brother." 


Actress has no regrets over Hudson kiss 


LONDON (AP) — Linda Evans, star of the Dynasty television 
serial, has no regrets over her on-screen kiss with AIDS victim 
Rock Hudson. The much-discussed kiss, before the actor died 
from the disease in 1985, has not given her any sleepless nights 
either. “People expect me to have regretted that kiss with Rock 
but I don’t,” the actress said in an interview published Monday in 
the British weekly. Woman’s Own. “Nor was it a statement about 



, who plays 

Krystle in the TV soap opera, said: “There is a lot of unnecessary 
fear about AIDS." In the interview. Miss Evans, 45, said she, 


would like to have a child. “I think it would be lovely to be a 
mother, even though I may be getting a little bit old for it,” she 
said. She recently broke up with her long-standing boyfriend 
Richard Cohen, bat said she has learned to cope with emotional 
crises after two failed marriages. “That’s one of the things that I 
admire about Joan Collins,” she said of her co-star in Dynasty. 
“However tough things may get at the time, she just gets on with 
her life, she doesn’t let it get her down. Both of us are survivors." 
said Miss Evans. 


Dr. Zhivago play ‘a big success’ 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — A stage version of Boris 
Pasternak’s novel Dr. Zhivago drew twelve minutes of curtain 
calls at the packed Szigligeti Theatre in the eastern town of 
Szolnok, Hungarian radio reported Saturday. Producer Janos 
Szikora described the performance as “a smashing success." 
Szikora, who dramatised the work, said it was obvious that the 
success was partly due to the “legend surrounding the work that 
has grown into a myth.” A Hungarian translation of Pasternak’s 
novel is due to be published in May. The weekly Film, grinhar 
Muzsika (film, theatre, music) on Saturday devoted two full pages 
to the play’s dress rehearsal and to the drama-packed life ofthe 
Nobel-prize winning Soviet poet. 


Thousands of birds die in oil slick 


UMUIDEN, Netherlands (AP) — Hundreds of volunteers 
Saturday battled to save the lives of thousands of sea birds as an 
oil slick 30 kilometres long washed ashore along the southern 
Dutch coast. The slick, whose origin has not yet been established, 
reached the Dutch North Sea coast late Friday. The first affected 
birds were found early Saturday morning,, according to a Dutch 
Coast Guard spokesman. The authorities launched a search by 
plane and ship Saturday to find the vessel responsible for the oti 
slick, according to the spokesman, who declined to be identified 
by name. The Dutch Agriculture and Environment ministries and 
numerous volunteer organisations sent hundreds of people to 
beaches Saturday to collect the oily birds, many of winch bad 
already died, according to the spokesman. The sfick has washed 
ashore between Wassenaar, a village H ) kilometres north of The 
Hague, and Haamstede, in the province of Zeeland, covering an 
uninterrupted strip 6 kilometres long and 5 metres, wide, the 
spokesman said. 
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